
Friends in Christ: 

The spring semester at the University 
has come to an end and I feel as though 
I’m in a science fiction movie. The Pen-
tacrest is empty. The usually busy street 
corner outside my office is deserted. Ee-
rie. Still, my newly realized “inner 
townie” rejoices at the availability of 
on-street parking and fewer people in 
the restaurants. 

Our flurry of activity is one of the joys 
of life. We get pleasure from doing a lot, 
accomplishing a lot, and being with 
other people. We can give thanks for 
the ability and the strength and the 
sense of purpose that keeps us on the 
move. The busy world calls us to action 
and members of Congregational UCC 
are not likely to shrink from such a call. 

At times, however, we need to slow 
down and bask in God’s good gift of 
rest—time for doing nothing, time for 
family and friends, time for worship 
and prayer. In the rhythm of Iowa City 
the late spring and early summer bring  

their own kind of calm. Sure, there’s 
still a lot going on at the church in the 
months ahead—the Pride Festival and 
mission work trip in June, the Book 
Festival and church picnic in July, and 
weddings in both months. Worship 
continues on each Sunday at 10:15—this 
year we’re offering children’s church all 
through the summer, recognizing that 
children and parents worship with us 
throughout the year. Yet even through 
all these events there is the rest and re-
newal that summer offers. 

The Prophet Isaiah still speaks to us: 
“In returning and rest you shall be 
saved; in quietness and trust shall be 
your strength.”  May you find new 
strength in these months. 

Peace,

  Bill 
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In the Congregational United Church of Christ we all share in performing  

duties for the worship service.  A list is provided each month for the assignments of

Greeters, Ushers, and Hospitality.  Please arrive about one-half hour before services, 

which begin at 10:15 AM.  If you cannot serve on the assigned date please call someone 
else on the list to arrange a swap with them. 

DUTIES ASSIGNED FOR JUNE 2010

June    6  Greeters          Jason & Jeanna Beerends 

                Ushers:        Megan Carnes, James Robinson,

       Richard Valentine, Kathleen Clark 

                Hospitality     David & Shirley Carew 

June  13  Greeters:         David & Elizabeth Deifell 

               Ushers:             Scott, Patricia, Alex, & Micaela Hansche

                Hospitality     Wm Dickinson & Rod Malcolm 

June  20  Greeters:         Joan Jehle & Fern Weir

                 Ushers:            Mark McBurney & Tracy Taylor; James & Diane Jetter 

                  Hospitality     Robert & Gloria Hanson 

June  27   Greeters         Eugene Buck & Beth Oakes 

                 Ushers:            Chris & Vernette Knapp;  Richard & Phyllis Ruppert 

                 Hospitality     Mike & Joyce Myer 

 If you have any questions, or have made changes with anyone, please call the assigned  

Deacon of the month --- ERIC REYNOLDS (319  351-0438) 
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DUTIES ASSIGNED FOR JULY 2010

July     4  Greeters          Delmar & Clista Brown 

                Ushers:      Kevin, Tina, Jacob, & Emily Koepnick 

                Hospitality     Carroll & Barbara Hanson 

July   11  Greeters:         Marilyn Campbell & Glenna Cobb 

               Ushers:           Dwight , Connie, Lexine, & Magill Schumm

                Hospitality     Carol Searls & Shirley Woolums 

July   18  Greeters:         John Fuller & Kathy Fait  

                Ushers:           John Bayless, David Carew, Keo Hoang, John Johnson 

                Hospitality     Jo Benda & Charles Platz 

July  25   Greeters          Frank & Gretchen Snider 

                Ushers:           Eric & Allison Burchett; Willis & Barbara Sisley  

                Hospitality      Judy Doorenbos & Fern Weir 

 If you have any questions, or have made changes with anyone, please call the assigned  

Deacon of the month --- BRUCE REYNOLDS (319  351-0438) 
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Sunday Parking 

In order to make our church building more accessible, we are reminding members 
and friends of our old custom of holding the parking spaces for church staff and 
people with special needs/disabilities on Sunday morning. This will allow those 
who have trouble walking easier access to the church. Thanks for your help with 
this.

Mission Work Trip in June

 Each year Congregational UCC joins with First Christian Church in a mission 
work trip. We’ve accomplished a lot, maintained our congregations’ friendships, 
and had great fun. Again this year we are traveling only a short distance, going to 
Oakville, IA to work on restoring some flood-damaged houses. We’re going the 
week of June 20-26. Adults and youth in junior high or older can participate. You 
can join us for the entire week or only for a day or two, depending on your sched-
ule. There’s still time to sign up. If you are interested, please talk with Shirley 
Woolums or Bill Lovin. 

Habitat for Humanity Opportunity 

Congregational UCC and First Christian Church are joining together to help with 
this summer’s “Room for All” Habitat for Humanity build in Iowa City. We’re 
scheduled for 2 days (4 separate shifts): 

July 23 from 8-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m. (15-20 volunteers) 

July 24 from 8-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m. (15-20 volunteers) 

Tentative volunteer activity for the 4 shifts: Tasks will include interior framing, 
installing the porch, installing the windows & door bucks, and wrapping the 
house. Wrapping the house consists of stapling Ty-Vek to the walls of the home 
and is a very important step because it helps keep water out and it protects the 
OSB board, extending the life of the house.

If you are interested, please talk with Bill Lovin for more details. 
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Church Picnic 

On Sunday, July 25th there will be a potluck picnic for the congregation and friends in 
upper City Park at 4:00p.m.  Come and enjoy fellowship, games and a traditional pot-
luck church dinner. We will eat about 5:00p.m. 

Women’s  Luncheons 

The Women's Luncheons will continue over the summer!  Join us Thursday, June 17th 
on the Patio at Reds, 405 N. Dubuque Street in North Liberty.  On Thursday, July 15 we 
will gather at Sushi Popo for Asian food, located on Mormon Trek Blvd next to the Java 
House.  Both events are at noon and we welcome all women of the church and their 
guests.  Call the office at 337-4301 with you reservation by the Wednesday before, but 
don't let last-minute schedule changes keep you away!  We'll just add another chair. 

Book Festival 

 On July 18, our church will participate in the UNESCO City of Literature book 
festival, by hosting presentations from authors who write along religious subjects.  Our 
presenters will include:  J.C. Hallman, who writes about fringe religions and utopian 
communities; Aviya Kushner, who traces differences between Jewish and Christian 
translations of scripture; Andrew Douglas, who tells of his experience as a yogic monk; 
and Cheeni Rao, who writes as a descendent of Hinduism's Brahmin caste.   

 Presentations should begin around noon and conclude at six.  Please stay posted 
for more information as the festival approaches. 

SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS… 

will be the same as our September –June hours. There will be no 
change this year. Because the sanctuary is air conditioned, we 
don’t need to start worship early, before the day heats up. Both 
younger and older members were finding it difficult to arrive by 
9:15—and many of us forgot about the change in time. So this year we are keep-
ing our Sunday morning worship at 10:15 all year. Sleep late and join your 
friends in air-conditioned comfort at 10:15 throughout the summer. 
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Calendar

6-1  Mission Board; Diaconate 

6-15  Trustees’ Meeting 

6-16  Christian Education 

6-17  Women’s Luncheon 

6-22 Church Council 

6-24 Membership Committee 

6-20>6-26 Mission Trip 

7-6  Mission Board; Diaconate 

7-15  Women’s Luncheon 

7-18  UNESCO Book Festival 

7-20 Trustees’ Meeting 

7-21  Christian Education  

7-22  Membership Committee 

7-25  Church Picnic 

7-27  Church Council 



Page 7 T H E  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  C H U R C H               J u n e  

                 Library News 

Children’s Library 

 Don’t overlook our Church Library this summer when looking for activities for 
your children or yourself. Our library has books of interest for all ages and you don’t 
need to worry about being overdue. 

 You might want to check out our four new books by Virginia Kroll in her “The 
 Way I Act” series: 

Cristina Keeps a Promise (ages 5-9) Cristina is thrilled to learn that she can meet her 
 favorite author until she realizes that his bookstore appearance is at the same 
 time as her brother's Special Olympics track meet. 

Good Neighbor Nicholas (ages 5-9) Nicholas can't stand his next-door neighbor, Mr. 
 Robinson. Mr. Robinson gets mad about everything-especially when their dog 
 Bitsy escapes and runs over to Mr. Robinson's yard and gets into his roses. 

Honest Ashley (ages 5-10) Ashley must choose between doing her own work or reusing a 
 paper that her brother did for the same assignment several years earlier. 

Makayla Cares About Others (ages 5-9) Eight-year-old Makayla is great at helping 
 others, but her fear of bugs keeps her from assisting her neighbor in planting a 
 memory garden for her cat. 

 I hope some Sunday you do some exploring in our library with your children. I 
 think you’ll be pleasantly surprised. 

 If you know of a book that should be added to our collection, please let me know. 

Edie Roberts 

Children’s Librarian 
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                    Christian Education

Dear Friends, 

 I wish to again thank all of you who took your time to contribute to our 

Christian Education Program. That not only includes those of you who led or as-

sisted with our youth and/or adult classes, but also those of you who attended, or 

enabled your children to attend, these classes. Gathering to learn and worship to-

gether is an important part of our journey to faith that is all too often neglected. 

 Our Sunday morning classes at 9:15 AM have ended until September. Chil-

dren’s Church will continue to be offered during the sermon for ages 4 through 4th

grade.

 Enjoy your summer and take the time to appreciate our Creator’s work. 

Edie Roberts 

Christian Education Director 

                              Fundraiser 

If you have any good-used household items that  you no longer have a need for  you 
can  donate them to House Works at 111 Stevens Drive, Iowa City.

Consign them under the Congregational UCC Account. 

All proceeds will go to the Kitchen Fund. 
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                 YOUTH GIFT DOUBLES 

This year the Breakfast Club Youth Sunday School Class took on the project of 
raising money for Habitat for Humanity. Through bake sales and a “Shrove Sun-
day” pancake breakfast they were able to meet—and exceed—their goal of $1,000. 
They planned to present this check to Mark Patton, the executive director of Iowa 
Valley Habitat for Humanity during worship on May 16, Youth Sunday. Just before 
the service the youth heard the good news that two members of our church were 
matching their gift, so that $1,000 became $2,000! Generosity creates more gen-
erosity.

Congratulations to the youth on reaching their goal. Thanks to the anonymous 
members for their gift. And thanks to Dwight Schumm and Darin Wells for leading 
the Breakfast Club this year. 

                         IN THE MAIL 

Dear Rev. Lovin, 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you and the entire community at 
Congregational Church for the Organ Department’s use of your sanctuary this se-
mester. We had a student play a recital at your church, and the generous amount 
of practice time she received had a very positive effect on that recital. I was also 
given a lot of practice time for my [Sundays at Four] recital, which I really appreci-
ated. Finally, I’d like to point out that Phil Jamieson and Bill Crouch have been 
particularly helpful and accommodating to me and my students. I certainly look 
forward to continuing the strong relationship between the UI School of Music and 
your church. If there is anything that I can do to help you now or in the future, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 

      Sincerely, Gregory Hand 

As Voices of Soul reflects over this academic year, we want to extend a sincere 
thanks to Congregational United Church of Christ for your support. Without you 
we would not have had such a successful year.  

      Much Blessings, Voices of Soul 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO GRADUATES: 

 Scott Mittman—City High School 

 Eric Reynolds—University of Iowa (Eric begins medical school at UI in the  
    fall) 

 Sonia Meade—University of Iowa (Sonia is a new member, joining in June) 

 Helen Fuller—University of Michigan, Ph.D. in biomedical engineering 

 Shannon Leveridge—University of Iowa School of Medicine 

 Nathan Willard—Harvard Divinity School 

Baptism

Micaela Hansche—May 16 

Confirmation/New Members 

Micaela Hansche 

 Emily Koepnick 

 Nathaniel Lovin 

 Elise McBurney 

 Lexine Schumm 

Moving

During worship on May 9, we said goodbye to Nancy Menning. Nancy had 
worshipped with us for the past three years. She received her Ph.D. in Reli-
gious Studies from UI in May. She is moving to Ithaca, NY, where she will 
teach in the Religious Studies Department at Ithaca College. 

Rob and Shannon Leveridge are moving to Chicago along with their sons 
Asher, Reuben, and Caleb. The Leveridges worshipped with us while Shan-
non was in medical school. Shannon will begin her residency in Chicago. 

Wedding

Merideth Smith and Christopher Koehn, May 15, 2010 (Merideth is the 
daughter of Jim and Karen Smith) 
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     JUNE/ JULY  BIRTHDAYS 

*****************************************************************

6-1     Martha Winegarten,  6-4   Teal Minton,   6-4  Bryan Cobb 

6-6 Gloria Lacina,     6-6     Katherine Bayless,  6-11 Derek Willard 

6-11 Alec Beckmann,  6-15   Nicole Ghumm,  6-16 Ethel Bloesch 

6-17 Molly Shepherd,  6-18    Sally Strang,       6-18 Kelli Parsons 

6-19 Pat Parysz,        6-23   Donna Bertogli,      6-24  Richard Eckhardt 

6-25 Alejandra Brookfield 

7-3 Bob Hanson,    7-3   Katie Murph,              7-4     Vicki Thomae 

7-5   Sarah Ashman,    7-5   Shana Minton,       7-8     Bill Lovin 

7-9      Eli Shepherd,    7-9  Benjamin Hoefer,       7-10   Kathy Fait 

7-11 Jacqueline Knapp,   7-11  Pam Willard,     7-11  Josephine Guither 

7-13   Tom Henson,      7-15   Ella Lewis,        7-18   Jo Benda 

7-19 Pete Knapp,    7-19   Claire Ashman,    7-20   Eugene Clark 

7-23   Kyle Thomae,    7-24   David Wilder,    7-25   Jaclyn Searls 

7-26   Marie Von Behren,   7-26   John Bayless,    7-26   Graham Kenworthy 

7-28 Mititke Schumm,    7-30   Ann Romanowski,    7-30   Kathleen Wilder 

7-31 Christine Taylor,    7-31   John Henson,    7-31   Gayle Jensen 

7-31 Stuart Cobb 



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH  

30 North Clinton Street                

Iowa City, Iowa 52245-1700 

                       

   HOW TO CONTACT US

Monday—Friday………….9 a.m. to 4 p.m.    
                               

Phone:    319-337-4301 

E-mail:

Office Manager…….uccicsec@uccic.org 

Christian Ed. Dir….uccicce@uccic.org 

       Visit our Web Site: 

                           www.uccic.org 

Sunday Schedule

10:15 a.m.     Worship    

11:15 a.m.          Fellowship 

Our Church Staff

Pastor: Rev. Lovin 

Music Director:   Richard Bloesch 

Organist:   Bill Crouch 

Christian Ed:   Edie Roberts 

Custodians:   Nicole & Eddy Ghumm 

Office Manager:   Phil Jamieson 

June 2010 

Parking   
Information 

Parking is avail-
able evenings and 
all day Sunday at 
the IMU or North 
Hall Parking 
Ramps.  Ask your 
usher for a 
voucher (or get 
one from the 
church office). 


