
Friends in Christ: 

The Sundays in October offer us special op-
portunities to consider who we have been, 
who we are, and who we want to be as a 
congregation and as people of faith. 

October 4 is World Communion Sunday. 
2009 marks the 73rd year of celebrating this 
day. World Communion Sunday (originally 
called World Wide Communion Sunday) 
originated in the Presbyterian Church in 
1936. From the beginning, it was planned 
so that other denominations could make 
use of it and after a few years the idea 
spread. Through our prayers and music on 
this day we recognize our connection with 
Christians in every nation. 

October 11 is recognized in the United 
Church of Christ as Access Sunday and the 
beginning of Disabilities Awareness Week. 
The Rev. Diana Coberly has been worship-
ping with us for the past year while partici-
pating in the Clinical Pastoral Education 
program at UIHC. She has helped us be-
come more aware of how we can be a more 
accessible congregation and the barriers 
that are still in the way. Diana will be 
preaching this morning. 

October 18 is Children’s Sabbath Sunday. 
The Children’s Sabbath is a weekend that 
aims to unite religious congregations of all 
faiths across the nation in shared concern 
for children and common commitment to 
improving their lives and working for jus-
tice on their behalf. We marked this Sunday 
for the first time in 2008 and will do so 
again this year. 

October 25 is Reformation Sunday. On Oc-
tober 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted 95 
Theses on the door of the Wittenberg Castle 
Church as an invitation to debate the sale of 
indulgences for forgiveness. That event 
sparked a movement that eventually led to 
the Protestant Reformation. 2009 is the 
500th anniversary of the birth of the other 
great Reformer, John Calvin. Marilynne 
Robinson, who spoke at the Calvin Festival 
in Geneva, Switzerland last May, will 
preach this morning. 

Join us for worship this month to redis-
cover who we are and imagine what we can 
become.

Peace,   

  Bill 
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                             October 2009 

10-4  Sundays at Four, Organ Recital featuring Kui-Im Lee 

10-6  Diaconate, Mission Board 

10-8  Membership Committee 

10-9  Join us at the church for Iowa Homecoming Parade 

10-13  Christian Education Board 

10-15  Women’s Luncheon at Mekong restaurant 

10-18  Children’s  Sabbath,  Christian Century Group 

10-20 Trustees’ Meeting 

10-28 Church Council 

10-31  Anthony Arnone ,  Cello, 7:30pm  

11-6  Kantorei, 7:30pm 

              

     



CONGREGATIONAL U.C.C.   -   DUTIES ASSIGNED FOR OCTOBER 2009

Oct      4  Greeters     Joan Buxton; Linda Christensen 

                Ushers:      Bryan & Virginia Clemons; Michael & Ann Romanowski 

                Hosp:         Ann & Ali Ghabel 

Oct    11  Greeters:    Diane Coberly; Nicole Neems 

                Ushers:      Charles Connerly & Martha Crawford;  John Johnson;    
   Darin Wells 

                Hosp:         Bryon & Kathleen Day 

Oct    18  Greeters:    William Dickinson & Rod Malcolm 

                Ushers:       Theresa Zesch; Sheryl Amos; Elizabeth Boyd; Beth Parker   

                Hosp:           Sally Strang;  Laura Stunz 

Oct    25   Greeters     Hermine McLeran;  Judith Doorenbos 

                 Ushers:       Douglas & Connie Parsons; John & Randee Fieselmann 

                 Hosp:          Eugene Buck & Elizabeth Oakes 

 DEACON OF THE MONTH:    PHYLLIS RUPPERT (319-354-2622)

If you cannot serve on the date assigned, please swap  

with someone else and notify the Deacon of the month
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CONGREGATIONAL UCC CELEBRATES HOMECOMING 

The UI homecoming parade is Friday, October 9 and that means one thing—
party at the Congregational Church! The parade goes down Clinton and turns 
onto Jefferson right at our building. So once again this year we’re setting up 
the grills and cooking brats, hot dogs, and our famous buffalo burgers. The 
Mission Board will sell water and soft drinks. 

All members and friends are invited to bring some extra food (salad, side dish, 
dessert, etc.) to share. We’ll have that available in Rockwood Hall so that we 
can eat together as we wait for and watch the parade. If you’re new, or if you’ve 
been around here forever, plan to join us. Too busy to prepare a dish to share? 
No problem—please join us anyway.

BASEMENT REPAIRS COMPLETED 

Last winter we had some water damage in the classrooms downstairs. Because 
we had to wait until warm weather to do some of the repairs, it took awhile to 
get the rooms back into shape. Now, however, there is new tile on the floors, 
new drywall on the walls, new paint, and a system in place to prevent any dam-
age in the future. Your regular giving meant that we had the resources to fi-
nance all of this. Thank you. Thanks also to Scott Hansche of the Trustees who 
oversaw the whole project, to the rest of the Trustees, to everyone who helped 
move items at various times, and to Edie Roberts and Claire Ashman who 
spent many days here recently painting all three rooms. They look great (the 
rooms, that is). Actually, everyone who made this possible looks great, too. 
Check out the rooms when you’re at the church. 

NEW PHOTO CHURCH DIRECTORY 

The Membership Committee is going to publish a new color photo member-
ship directory. Olan Mills will be making all arrangements to take the pictures. 
They will be calling each member this fall to schedule appointments for set-
tings on the days of Dec 11, 12 and Dec 21, 22. Please note these dates on you 
calendar. For those families who have college students we are reserving some 
appointments in the Dec 21, 22, time slot. 

Each member will receive a free directory. You will, of course, have an oppor-
tunity to purchase additional pictures. 
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CHRISTIAN CENTURY DISCUSSION 

The “Christian Century Group” meets at 7:00 p.m. on the third Sunday of each month 
to discuss a recent article from the Christian Century. This group is led by Russ Fate 
and examines the social, political, and theological issues raised in the articles. Everyone 
is welcome to attend. If you’re interested in being a part of this lively conversation and 
would like the article for our October 18 meeting, please call the church office at 337-
4301.

ELISSA JOHNK ORDINATION 

Congregational UCC member Elissa Johnk will be ordained to the Ministry of Word 
and Sacrament in the United Church of Christ on Sunday, November 1. The Service of 
Ordination will be held in the sanctuary of Congregational UCC at 3:00 p.m. Everyone 
is invited and encouraged to attend this joyful occasion. 

Elissa graduated from Harvard Divinity School in the spring. She is currently serving as 
a two-year Pastoral Resident at the Wellesley Congregational Church in Wellesley, MA. 
Over the course of two years, Pastoral Residents work full-time, gaining experience in 
the full range of pastoral responsibilities in a healthy dynamic congregation while re-
ceiving the support of experienced pastoral mentors.  The primary purpose of the pro-
gram is to enable new clergy to build the kind of skills and practices, both pastoral and 
personal, which will provide a firm foundation for ministry in years to come.  

                As Seen on TV 

On August 30, the PBS program Religion and Ethics Newsweekly filmed our worship 
service for use in an interview with Marilynne Robinson. The host of the show, Robert 
Abernathy, joined us for worship and later spoke with Marilynne. You can see the in-
terview and read a transcript of it at http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/
episodes/september-18-2009/marilynne-robinson/4244/. There is a longer version of 
the interview at http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/episodes/september-18-
2009/marilynne-robinson-extended-interview/4245/.

      PROGRESSIVE DINNER 

Check  your Sunday bulletin for progressive dinner sign-up sheets. The dinner will be 
November 14th from 5:30 to 9pm. The cost is $5 per person.  

Questions? Call Jane Murphy 351-9029 



Page 6 T H E  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  C H U R C H               

       CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Dear Friends,

 As I hope you have noticed, our Christian education classes are thriv-
ing with the young and the not so young. It’s wonderful to see so many ea-
ger, inquisitive faces! 

 If you haven’t had a chance to tour the downstairs rooms recently, 
please do. They look wonderful! My thanks go to Claire Ashman, who spent 
many hours helping me paint, to Barb Hanson who washed and repaired 
the curtains in our drama room, and to Scott Hansche and his crew who did 
all the final work to make our space cheerful and welcoming. 

 A special thanks also goes to Ginny Clemons for using her calligraphy 
skills to inscribe the Bibles that were awarded on September 13th.

 We are now in the process of hiring several new caregivers for our 
Nursery and Toddler Room. I will be sure to introduce them to you when 
our staff is complete. The Toddler Room will be staffed from 9 AM to 11:30 
AM each Sunday. 

 Looking ahead, we are planning on hosting a Camp Day for those chil-
dren in grade school on the Parent-Teacher Conference Day on November 
13th. I will be sending registration materials out the first part of October. I 
will also be looking for adult volunteers for part or all of that day. Please let 
me know if you are willing to help. We had two Camp Days during the last 
school year and had a great time! 

Edie Roberts 

Christian Education Director 
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 Habitat for Humanity – Radio Project 

Our church is going to be selling Live Sports Radios at the football 
stadium on October 31.  The Indiana game starts at 11:00am and we will 
be selling prior to that. 20-30 people are needed, and we’ll sell for 
about 4 hours.  If we achieve our quota of 20-30 volunteers, Habitat will re-
ceive $1,000. 

If you haven’t  volunteered and would like to, contact Martha Ann 
Crawford, (macrawford49@yahoo.com 683-3244).  We will be contacting 
all volunteers regarding parking options and other details of the project.  
Training will occur half an hour before the selling begins. 

The Mission Board would love to have you join us.  It will probably be an 
adventure.
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SUNDAYS AT FOUR

With the continued support of the Mission Board, we are able to offer a second 
season of the popular Sundays at Four series of free community arts events. 

This program allows us to reach out beyond our congregation, sharing our new 
organ and excellent facilities with the greater Iowa City community.  No admis-
sion is charged, but each event offers the audience an opportunity to contribute to 
a local social services project, selected by the Mission Board. 

October 4, 2009 KUI-IM LEE, Organ

   Dr. Lee is Assistant Professor of Organ and Music Theory 

   at the  University of Northern Iowa and Organist at 

   Westminster  Presbyterian Church, Waterloo 

November 8, 2009 EULENSPIEGEL PUPPET THEATRE

Till Eulenspiegel and the Education of a Donkey 

   Monica Leo, Puppeteer 

   Ron Hillis, Composer and Musician 

   Written by Rebecca Gilman, after a tale from 1500 

January 31, 2010 THE MAIA QUARTET

   Tricia Park, Violin 

   Zoran Jakovcic, Violin 

   Elizabeth Oakes, Viola 

   Hannah Holman, Cello 

March 7, 2010 THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA FACULTY JAZZ ENSEMBLE

   John Rapson, Conductor 

March 28, 2010 CENTRAL COLLEGE A CAPPELLA CHOIR

   Mark Babcock, Director 

   David Folkerts, Accompanist               continued>>> 
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SUNDAYS AT FOUR

>>May 2, 2010  GREGORY HAND, Organ

   Dr. Hand is Assistant Professor of Organ 

   at The University of  Iowa 

Sundays At Four is an outreach program of the Mission Board of the Congregational 
Church.   Funding for these events has been made possible by a generous anonymous do-
nation to the church for outreach purposes.

  ****************************************************************************************** 

Women’s Luncheon 

Women of the church and their guests are invited to meet at the Mekong Restaurant on 
October 15th at noon.  It is located at 5 Sturgis Corner Drive, near the Village Inn.  The 
Mekong offers a variety of Vietnamese, Thai, and Chinese dishes.  We'll have our own 
private room!  Call the church office at 337-4301 by Wednesday, October 15th to reserve 
your place.  Let us know if you need a ride!

                    

*********************************************************************************

              MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR 

         VERYL  DETWILER 

A Memorial Service for Veryl E. Detwiler is planned for Saturday, October 17 in the 
church sanctuary at 3 PM. 

The family will greet guests in Rockwood Hall from 2:15 to 2:45 PM. 

Following the 3 PM memorial service, a reception will be held in Rockwood Hall for 
friends and family. 

The Detwiler family attended and participated in this church from 1950 to 1968 when 
Baird & Veryl moved to Mesa, Arizona.  Veryl continued to attend when in Iowa City vis-
iting family. 
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                 FREE LUNCH, AUGUST 31, 2009 

*I would like to issue a special note of thanks for all those who helped with our last 
Free Lunch.   

It is always a wonder to me that so many of you come together to provide not only a 
tasty, healthy, meal for 140 people, but do so with generosity, hard work, and laugh-
ter.

We always have fun working together and an added plus is the number of diners 
who take their time to stop by the kitchen and pass on their heartfelt appreciation. 

That appreciation goes to: Claire Ashman, Joan Buxton, Marnie Campbell, Bryan 
Clemons, Glenna Cobb, Martha Ann Crawford, Bill Dickinson, Randee Fieselmann, 
Betsy Henson, Donna Hirst, Marge Hoppin, Joan Jehle, Rod Malcolm, Hermine 
McLeran, Joan Parsons, Rick Ruppert, Laurie Stunz, Fern Weir, and Kathy Thede-
Reynolds.

   Edie Roberts 

  From the Congregational UCC Mailbag: 

*The school supplies and clothes are for our children, families, and schools that 
may be in need. Thank you for the Church’s part in the distribution of these materi-
als.

On behalf of friends at the College of Public Health and with warm regards, 

 Rachel Anderson 

Thank you so much for opening your doors to our delegation from Yemen. Our visi-
tors were very grateful for all of your volunteers for being so kind and for offering 
such delicious snacks. We really appreciate your welcoming and we hope to see you 
again in the near future.

Kind Regards,   Council for International Visitors to Iowa Cities (CIVIC) Team 

                Baptism 

*Neal Vincent Darr, the son of Ben and Christine Darr, was baptized during wor-
ship on September 20, 2009. 
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             OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

10-1 Andrea Rauer   10-19 Elizabeth Oakes 

 James Searls    10-21 David Carew 

10-3 Willis Sisley    10-27 Tim Strang 

10-4 Darrell Wyrick    Patricia Strang 

10-5 Jason Beerends    Brian Romanowski 

10-7 Robert Ashman   10-28 Charles Connerly 

 James Savage    Jacob Wells 

10-8 Martha Ann Crawford  10-30 Tom Myer 

 James Robinson   10-31 Mark Brookfield 

10-10 Eddy Ghumm 

10-12 Ginny Clemons 

10-13 Joyce Myer 

 Marnie Campbell 

 Vernette Knapp 

10-14 Glenna Cobb 

10-16 Eleanor Kerr 

10-18 Rebecca Hoefer 

 Kimberly Searls 



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH  

30 North Clinton Street                

Iowa City, Iowa 52245-1700 

                       

   HOW TO CONTACT US

Monday—Friday………….9 a.m. to 4 p.m.    
                               

Phone:    319-337-4301 

E-mail:

Office Manager…….uccicsec@uccic.org 

Christian Ed. Dir….uccicce@uccic.org 

       Visit our Web Site: 

                           www.uccic.org 

Sunday Schedule

10:15 a.m.     Worship    

11:15 a.m.          Fellowship 

Our Church Staff

Pastor: Rev. Lovin 

Music Director:   Richard Bloesch 

Organist:   Bill Crouch 

Christian Ed:   Edie Roberts 

Custodians:   Nicole & Eddy Ghumm 

Office Manager:   Phil Jamieson 

October  2009 

Parking   
Information 

Parking is avail-
able evenings and 
all day Sunday at 
the IMU or North 
Hall Parking 
Ramps.  Ask your 
usher for a 
voucher (or get 
one from the 
church office). 


