
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friends in Christ: 
 

Last month I joined with other members of our congregation as part of an interfaith group of over 200 people 
who gathered in a vigil to express our support for the Church of the Nazarene. The presence of some of our con-
gregation spoke a message of unity and support from all of us.  

By now youôve probably know that the Church of the Nazarene was the target of racist and anti-Semitic vandal-
ism at the beginning of the March. It might not have come as a surprise. This church is known for its ministry 
with immigrants and refugees in Iowa City. Having developed partner congregations that work with Hispanic, 
Chinese, and African communities, it is, in many ways, a model for what a ñhouse of prayer for all nationsò 
might look like in our time. Our congregation has supported that work and their pastor, Teresa Stecker, spoke at 
an adult education session here last fall.  

In some sense, it seems as though it was only a matter time before someoneðeven in Iowa Cityðcaught the 
growing wave of fear and nationalism and white supremacy and took matters into their own hands. We can only 
be thankful that they resorted to words rather than weapons. 

At the vigil Ousainou Keita, the president of the Iowa City Mosque, voiced the strong Muslim support for that 
Christian congregation. He spoke as one who knows personally of the harassment that Muslims in Iowa City 
have experienced. And it was a powerful moment when this immigrant reminded all of us that such hatred was 
not the American way. 

Our friend, Rabbi Esther Huegenholz gave voice to the Jewish and Christian imperative to welcome the stranger. 

And we all left with a renewed commitment not only to stay united and to support one another but also to engage 
in the difficult and important work of loving our enemies. 

Together we announced an end to business as usualðthe hatred and division that is growing in our nation and 
our worldðas we committed ourselves to Godôs powerful way of love. 

It was, of course only a matter of days before we woke to the news that those demonic forces of hatred and divi-
sion had found new expression half a world away in New Zealand, as a white supremacist murdered 49 Muslims 
and wounded dozens more as they attended their Friday prayers.  

This was the context in which Congregational UCC presented a performance of Hot Tamale Louie, in our sanctu-
ary on March 24. This music work composed by UI jazz professor, John Rapson is an exploration of the immi-
grant experience, of interfaith relations, and of what it means to be an American. With financial support from our 
Engagement Fund, we were able to provide free tickets to everyone, resulting in a diverse audience of many 
faiths and from many nations. At the reception that followed, donations were received to support the work of IC 
Compassion with refugees and immigrants in our community. Over $500 dollars were given. Thanks to everyone 
who made this possible! 

In ñCitizen Kahn,ò the 2016 New Yorker article that was the basis for this Rapsonôs work, the author Kathryn 
Shulz concluded: ñOver and over, we forget what being American means. The radical premise of our nation is 
that one people can be made from many, yet in each new generation we find reasons to limit who those ñmanyò 
can beðto wall off access to America, literally or figuratively. That impulse usually finds its roots in claims 
about who we used to be, but nativist nostalgia is a fantasy. We have always been a pluralist nation, with a past 
far richer and stranger than we choose to recall.ò  
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Message from Bill cont. 
 
I am aware that it is customary for ministers to write newsletter articles about Easter this time of year. Maybe 
thatôs what you were expecting. And maybe thatôs really what this is: a reminder that when we face the worst in 
life, the worst in our community, and, yes, the worst in ourselves, we can also find new life and new possibilities.  

As the process theologian Marjorie Hewitt Suchocki reminds us: ñThe edges of God are tragedy; the depths of God 
are joy, beauty, resurrection, life. Resurrection answers crucifixion; life answers death.ò 

As Lent leads to Easter this month, let us live into that reality. 
 
 

Peace,  

Bill  

 
 
 

 
IMPORTANT DATES IN LENT AND EASTER 

 

¶ April 7 -  Spring Music Sunday, CROP Walk in the afternoon 

¶ April 14 - Palm Sunday - Worship with Distribution of Palms, 10:15;  
       Childrenôs Presentation 

¶ April 18 - Maundy Thursday - Congregational Dinner at 6:00 p.m.; Worship in the  
               Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.;  Communion and Service of  
               Tenebrae 

¶ April 19 - Good Friday -  Worship in the Sanctuary at Noon 

¶ April 21 -  Easter Sunday - Sunrise Service at 7:30; Breakfast will follow; Festival  
          Easter Service in the Sanctuary at 10:15 am. 

 
 

UCC SPECIAL SPRING MUSIC SUNDAY,  APRIL 7 
 

Alice Parker was born in Boston, MA, on December 16, 1925, to Mary Stuart and Gordon 
Parker.  As a child, she learned to play piano, violin and clarinet. She attended Smith College, 
graduating in 1947 with a double major in organ and composition.  She went on to study cho-
ral conducting at Juilliard then became a teacher while collaborating with Robert Shaw on the 
arrangement of materials to be recorded by his chorale. 
  
Parker founded the Melodious Accord Fellowship Program which brought young musicians 
from all over the world to study with her. She is the recipient of six honorary doctorates as 
well as grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Aaron Copeland Fund for  
Music and the American Music Center. 
 

Parker has composed over 500 pieces of music, including operas, song cycles, cantatas, choral suites and anthems.   
Todayôs special music selection, An Easter Rejoicing, was published in 1972. 
 
Her notes on An Easter Rejoicing describes what she hoped the piece would bring to her audiences: 
 
After the solemn mood of the Lenten season, Easter should shine forth with unbounded joy. Yet happy music is not 
easily found these days: audiences demand more sober stuff. This piece, without apology, combines old hymns and 
new songs with but one aim: to provide an expression of exultant joy for those who celebrate the Easter Feast...For 
me the joy of the Resurrection is reflected in the rebirth of the natural world around us: in a word, spring. So, the 
Cantata entwines these twin themes: reflections on the risen Christ, and descriptions of his earthly garden.  

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 



 

 
 
 
 
 
On Palm Sunday, April 14, we will dedicate our One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering. This offering has 
long been an important part of the life of our congregation.  One Great Hour is a Christian effort to empower, pro-
vide water, supply food, and give relief from disasters. It began in the Episcopal Church in 1946 when a goal of one 
million dollars per year was set for World Relief. That year members were challenged to raise ñone million dollars 
in one hour.ò Since 1949 this offering has united Christians of many denominations, including the UCC, in a com-
mon cause. 
 
In a world where communities are being displaced by the catastrophes of war, famine, and natural disaster, our con-
gregation joins with many others in standing in solidarity with those who seek to move beyond the trauma of dis-
placement toward the promise of healing and peace. Your generous gift will support the relief work of not only the  
UCC but also many other denominations united in caring for refugees, in providing medical care, and in disaster 
recovery efforts. You can watch videos about the work that OGHS makes possible here: http://www.ucc.org/
oghs_oghs-videos.  Let us join in this great tradition and give generously, not because we have to, but because we 
can. 

 
CHILDRENôS PALM SUNDAY PRESENTATION  

 
The Sunday School children will offer the óIntroitô at the Palm Sunday worship ser-

vice, April 14th at 10:15 a.m.  It will be a re-enactment of Jesusô arrival in Jerusalem 
on the donkey and the reception he received by the crowd of followers and believers 

that beautiful morning so long ago.   

Please join us at worship and help celebrate this beloved story of Jesus.  

 
FLOWERS FOR EASTER BRING COLOR TO THE SANCTUARY 

 
Each year on Easter Sunday members and friends of Congregational UCC provide flowers for the sanctuary in 
memory of loved ones or to honor someone. Because so many people enjoyed the burst of color last Easter, our Di-
aconate invites you to bring any type of spring flowerðlilies, yes, but also consider tulips, daffodils, crocuses, or 
any other spring flower. If you would like to have the name(s) of those remembered in the Easter Sunday bulle-
tin, please get that information to the church office (337-4301) by Thursday, April 18. 
    
    
  
    

    

  

                          
 

 
 
 

HAVE BREAKFAST WITH US ON EASTER MORNING 
 

Join with UCC members for Easter Sunday Breakfast starting at 8:15 a.m.  The Menôs Fel-
lowship with be cooking pancakes, eggs and more!  This is free and everyone is welcome!  
The breakfast will be followed by the Festival Easter Service in the Sanctuary at 10:15 a.m. 
featuring brass music.   
 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS CONT. 
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JOHNSON COUNTY CROP WALKðSUNDAY, APRIL 7 

 
Spring arrives and we get out our walking shoes for the annual 
CROP Walk for Hunger Relief. This yearôs walk will be held on 
next Sunday, April 7, starting at 1:30 p.m., beginning in the dining 
room at the 1105 Project, 1105 Gilbert Court, next to the  Crisis 
Services and Food Bank . Many Congregational UCC Youth and 
Adults know this as the location of the Free Lunch Program.  
 
To sign up for the CROP Walk and get a sponsor sheet, please talk 
with Paula Forest, our Walk Coordinator, or call the church office, 
337-4301. 
 

 
FASTRAC CIVIL RIGHTS TOUR DOCUMENTARY 

 
Congregational UCC has been a proud supporter of FasTrac and their annual Civil Rights tour for over a decade. 
There will be a documentary on the 10 years of the Fastrac Civil Rights - Historical Black Colleges & Universi-
ties tour on April 4, at 6:00 p.m. at the Sycamore Mall Marcus Theaters.  
 
Check out a preview of the film on the City of Iowa City Facebook page. 

 

 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY INTERFAITH BUILD BE A PART OF IT! 

 
Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity is beginning construction of the first Interfaith Build home, at 2774 Blazing 
Star Drive, Iowa City, Iowa 52240. The start date is March 30, with a Wall Build event involving 30-40 volun-
teers from Saint Andrew Presbyterian Church and First Presbyterian Church, major project donors. Persons from 

Faith communities of diverse religious affiliation will continue construction 
through completion in mid-July. Shifts will be from 8-12 and 1-5 every Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday (weather permitting). Our Congregational UCC has member-
ship on the Interfaith Committee working on this project. We need volunteers from 
our congregation to assist in this home-building. If you are willing to volunteerð
specific construction skills not required as there are many associated tasks besides 
hammer and nails onesðplease contact Pam Willard (319-530-6584), pamela-
willard@uiowa.edu, or add your name to the sign-up sheet in Rockwood Hall. 

 
 

OLD CAPITOL CRITERIUM HELD ON SUNDAY, APRIL 28 
 

The arrival of spring brings renewed activity to downtown Iowa CityðFriday evening music, movies on the Pen-
tacrest and more.  Some events occur on Sunday morning and impact traffic patterns and parking around Congre-
gational UCC. 
 

The Old Capitol Criterium, the annual bike race, will be held on 
Sunday, April 28.  This year, there will be access to the church, 
including the Jefferson Street parking lot, which can be reached by 
driving south on Clinton Street from Market Street on that Sunday 
morning.  Clinton Street will be closed between Burlington and 
Jefferson Streets, however.  Traffic will be rerouted and street 
parking will be limited.  All of this means that it will be a great 
morning to walk a little farther to worship!  Start out a little earli-
erðor ride your bikeï and join us for worship that morning at 
10:15. 
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CONGREGTIONAL UCC AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 
 
In January and February, with the leadership of many of our members, the Sunday Morning Adult Education ses-
sions looked at climate change from a variety of perspectives. The sessions were very well attended, filled with 
information and lively discussion. Those who attended the March 3 session responded to the question, ñWhere do 
we go from here?ò in a number ways. Below are some of their thoughts and suggestions:  
 
What was it that brought you out through awful weather in January and February? 

The topics 
The presentersðthey had their feet on the ground 
An openness  
A sense of reality 
Appreciated the connections with worship and sermons 
Tangible actionðgoing electric 
Provided hope 
Learning about the topicðUniversity: Hawk Pride! 

 

Well, where do we go from here? 
Individual actions/Policy changes Political action   
Energy Audit of the church building Solar shingles 
Consumption BOTTLED WATER      AIR FRESHENERS   COMMUNION CUPS 
Letter writing Ideas Advocacy Bipartisan work  Individual/ Group 
Teach the language of faith Job retraining Oil/gas changes  WindðArcadia 
Childrenôs perspective Unitarians Green Committee Book Group  
Newsletter articles Bike Rack How to discuss issues Bulletin Boards 

 

Thereôs a lot to consider and a lot of action that we can take as individuals and as a community. Look and listen in 
the coming months for further developments. 
 

STORIES FROM THE US MEXICO BORDER AND THE STATE OF ASYLUM POLICY 
 
Wednesday, April 3, 7-8 p.m. Iowa City Public Library, Meeting Rooms A, B, C. An event featuring the personal 
stories of recent asylum seekers from Central America and the new Director of the Human Rights Clinic at Drake 
University Law School.  
 

IOWA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY 
 2019 Clifford and Maxine Manning Annual Lecture Series 
ñReal Conversation about Migration in Your Communityò 

Sunday, April 7 ï 1:30-5:30 pm 
 

Iowa Wesleyan University invites you to attend the 2019 Manning Lecture and Migration Forum on Sunday, 
April 7 at 1:30 pm in the Chapel Auditorium. Rev. Alexia Salvatierra will deliver the keynote address, 
ñFaithful Responses to Migration.ò The lecture will be followed by two workshop sessions including presenters 
from a wide range of groups involved with migration in Iowa: Mount Pleasant Chamber Alliance, the Iowa De-
partment of Human Rights, the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC), Justice for our Neighbors, 
IowaWINS, and many more! Free and open to the public. For more information joy.lapp@iw.edu or 319-385-
6403, www.iw.edu/immigration. 
 

TAIZ£ EVENSONG 
 

An ecumenical Taiz® service will be held on Sunday, April 7 at 6:00 p.m. at New Song Episcopal Church, 912 
Twentieth Ave., in Coralville.   The hour-long, contemplative service will include chants, silence, readings from 
varied sources, and prayer for the world.   Gatherings will continue at that time and place on the first Sunday of 
each month.  Contact Linda Kroon (lstewartkroon@gmail.com) or Dorothy Whiston (319-321-7920) for more in-
formation. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS CONT. 

mailto:joy.lapp@iw.edu
http://www.iw.edu/immigration
mailto:lstewartkroon@gmail.com


 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS CONT. 

REFLECTIONS FROM  A PASTORAL COUNSELORé.... 

If the ultimate faith question is:  what can we trust and obey without being idolatrous? Perhaps 
the penultimate one is: what is the purpose of life?  That second question has a rather simple 
answer: relationships--with God, neighbor, self.  What complicates the issue is the implemen-
tation.  How do we go about doing relationships with at least some mutual satisfaction? 
 

Some years ago during a college summer camp job, I went exploring on a day off.  I came up-
on a medium-sized small town and was struck by the simple but appealing architecture of 
many buildings, especially with several of the churches.  There was a groundskeeper working 
outside at one of the churches, so I stopped, and we conversed.  I explained how I appreciated 
the appearance of his and other churches in the area.  He then informed me there were nine 
churches in this town, all of the same denomination.  And each had broken away from the pre-
vious congregation.  
 

Such is a reflection of church dynamics for most of its history with some more recent mergers 
notwithstanding.  Presumably, each new start thought it could convey the faith a little bit bet-
ter than the former group. 
 

How do we allow for individuality and freedom, while facilitating connection and community 
in our relationships?  Diversity and unity?  Uniqueness and commonality?  Therein lies the 
complexity . 
 

Bruce 
(The Rev. Bruce D. Williams is a pastoral counselor at the Community Pastoral Counseling 
Service (CPCS), which is comprised of six churches in the Iowa City area including this 
one.  CPCS is at 30 N. Clinton St., Iowa City, IA, 52245, 319-337-2519.) 

MEMBER OUTINGS 
 

The Womenôs Lunch will be on Thursday, April 25, beginning at 11:45 at Monicaôs in Coralville.  Please 
call or email the office to reserve your seat at the table!   This month the Menôs Breakfast will be held on the 
SECOND SATURDAYðApril 13. Join us at 8:00 a.m. at the Encounter Caf® at 376 S. Clinton St., Iowa 

THINK AHEAD FOR ANNUAL   
OUTERWEAR DISTRIBUTION 

 
Each year in the fall, Congregational UCC joins with other con-
gregations in providing winter coats for people of all ages, espe-
cially children. As winter items start to go on sale in the stores, 
now is a great time to let your dollar go further and purchase 
coats. Please store them at your home until the fall when they 
can be brought to the church and then taken to the distribution 
site. 


