
 

 
 
 
Friends in Christ— 
 

Advent arrives. And once again in the chill air we sense the call to change our direction, to do something new. We 
sense that all is not calm, all is not bright. 
 
John the Baptist, echoing the words of the prophet Isaiah tells us to prepare the way of the Lord: “Every mountain 
and hill shall be brought low, and the crooked shall be made straight.” As much as any year, we recognize this De-
cember how much preparation needs to be done, how much change is needed in our own hearts and in the world. 
 
John Polkinghorne, the physicist and an Anglican priest, wrote that “In Advent we think about the coming of 
Christ, particularly that first coming in Bethlehem and that final coming at the end of the age to judge the world. 
But the truth of the matter is that Christ comes to us every day, anonymously, in the people in need who cross our 
path. … We need to pray for grace to perceive the need of those we encounter, for, although that need will some-
times be obvious, quite often it will be veiled…. We also need to pray for the wisdom and generosity that will ena-
ble us to play our part in the meeting of that need” 
 
Prepare the way. 
 
Let us take those words as good news. 
 
It has been said that preparing means accepting the forgiveness that is offered: The valleys which John wants us to 
fill up are valleys of fear which, when it is excessive, leads to discouragement when we see our lives as they really 
are. Fill up the valleys, that is, fill your heart with confidence and hope because the transforming love of God is 
closer than you think. 
 
True repentance begins with the good news that we are loved by God—right now in our hectic, noisy, crowded 
lives. We are children of God. Courageously and painstakingly we reorient our priorities, learn new patterns, and 
turn our faces, like the sunflower, toward the dawning of the light of God. 
 
We actively bring about the advent, the coming of God into the world. 
Peace, 

Bill 

P.S.—Along with the rest of the staff here at Congregational UCC, I want to wish all of you a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. This church continues to be a wonderful place at which to work and do ministry and I 
am grateful. Each of you makes this congregation the special community that it is. 
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COMFORT AND CHALLENGE: MAKING ROOM FOR GOD AMONG US 
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS at CONGREGATIONAL UCC 

Each year brings festivity and celebration as we move through Advent and the joy of Christmas. Join us for wor-
ship on Sunday morning and for special events throughout the season.  
 
November 30—First Sunday in Advent—Lighting of the First Advent Candle. Celebration of the sacrament of 
communion during worship.  
December 7—Second Sunday in Advent—Choir Special Music Sunday. Our choir will present A Festival of Car-
ols by Frank Ferko. Advent Pot Luck Lunch in Rockwood Hall after worship.  
December 14—Third Sunday in Advent; Children’s Christmas Pageant. Alternative Giving Fair after worship. 
December 21—Fourth Sunday of Advent; Worship at 10:15 a.m. 
Christmas Eve is Wednesday, December 24— Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service at 5:30. Bring your 
family, your relatives, your friends, or come by yourself. A warm and joy-filled celebration of God’s love shared 
with us in Jesus. Gala reception follows in Rockwood Hall after worship. 
December 25—Christmas Day; Church office closed Dec. 25 & 26. 
December 28—Fourth Day of Christmas—Worship at 10:15 a.m. 
January 4—Epiphany Sunday; Communion 
 
Beginning on the first day of Advent, November 30, we will be sending out an email Advent Calendar with the 
theme “Comfort and Challenge: Making Room for God Among Us.” Each day's entry will be provided by a mem-
ber of friend of our congregation. 
 
 

 
 

ALTERNATIVE GIVING FAIR—DECEMBER 14 AFTER WORSHIP! 
The Mission Board is ready to help you with your Christmas giving. Our annual Alternative 
Giving Fair will be held in Rockwood Hall after worship on  December 14. If you knit, 
please consider making mittens and scarves for the Joan Buxton Mitten Tree. Donations of 
mittens, gloves, and scarves will be directed to the Iowa City Schools. Think outside of the 
box and let your giving help others. Gifts may be made in honor of friends and family to the Heifer Project and 
Church World Service. We will adorn the Mitten Tree with your donations  and decorate another with gift tags for 
the CommUnity Project Holiday food baskets and the Salvation Army Toy Collection. If you have an idea for a 
sale item or would like to help in other ways, please contact John Reitz, at john-reitz@uiowa.edu or 319-333-
9588. 
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FESTIVAL OF CAROLS BY FRANK FERKO. 
Go Tell it on the Mountain! On Sunday December 7th, The UCC Choir and area guest harpist Abigail Brower will 
be performing Festival of Carols by Frank Ferko, a five-movement work for choir and harp, joined together with 
some volunteer singers from Cornell College. The work to be performed is based on five Christmas carol texts by 
19th century American poets and hymn writers, and are not arrangements of previously existing tunes but entirely 
new melodies and harmonizations with the harp used both as an accompanying instrument and as an intrinsic 
thread within the larger musical fabric. Please join us for this momentous occasion! 
 

 
 

THE ADVENT POTLUCK LUNCH ON DECEMBER 7! 
Our always-joy-filled Advent Potluck Lunch will be better than ever if you are a part of it. Join 
us in Rockwood Hall after worship and the Special Music Choral Offering on Sunday, Decem-
ber 7. There is a sign-up sheet in Rockwood Hall to help the Membership Board with their plan-
ning.  The Membership Board is providing a main dish and the rest of the meal will be pot-
luck.  Plan to bring a salad, vegetable, bread, dessert, etc. to share.   
 

 
 

 
MEN’S BREAKFAST—DECEMBER 

The December Men’s Breakfast will be held at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, December 20, at the 
Waterfront Hy-Vee. All Congregational UCC men who eat breakfast are invited. This is a 
great way to catch up with old friends and meet new friends. Join us! 
 
 

 
 
 
THE WOMEN'S LUNCH WILL BE HELD on Thursday, December 11 at the Foundry in Cor-
alville. Call or text Martha Ann Crawford—319-855-8340—to reserve a seat. 
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Join us for worship on Christmas Eve, 
Wednesday, December 24, at 5:30 
p.m.  
 
This is a service for people of all ages. 
Our worship includes a time for chil-
dren, special music, Christmas carols, 
a reading of the Christmas story from 
the Gospel of Luke, and lighting of 
candles. If you would like to be an 
usher for this worship service, please 
sign up in Rockwood Hall or call the 
church office. 
 
Everyone is invited to the gala recep-
tion in Rockwood Hall after worship. 

This is a warm and wonderful time of fellowship and a chance to catch up with students and friends who are home 
for the holidays. The reception will be even better if you volunteer to bring some cookies or other goodies to 
share. Sign up in Rockwood Hall or call the church office to let us know what you’re bringing. 
 
Members and friends may provide poinsettias for the sanctuary for our Christmas Eve worship service. If you 
would like to remember or honor someone with a poinsettia, please let the church office know that you will bring 
a poinsettia and the name of the person by Monday, December 15. 
 
 

 
 

A NOTE FROM THE DIACONATE: SHARE COOKIES ON CHRISTMAS EVE 
 
Please join the traditional cookie brigade on December 24. If you are able and willing to bring two dozen cook-
ies, there will be plenty of mounded plates for filling the tables after our Christmas Eve Candle Light Worship 
Service. We’ll have a special Christmas punch ready for everyone.  
 
 

 
 

THE CHRISTMAS FUND OFFERING—
CHRISTMAS EVE 
 
 Each year, the United Church of Christ’s 
Christmas Fund Offering allows the UCC to 
assist retired pastors living on limited incomes 
as well as to supplement small retirement annui-
ties and health premiums and to provide emer-
gency grants to active and retired clergy and lay 
employees. The mission of the Christmas Fund 
is to provide assistance dollars in situations of 
critical need, while preserving the dignity of 
those who receive the aid.  
 
We will receive the Christmas Fund Offering 
during our worship on Christmas Eve. Please 

remember that your generous contributions can and do make a difference in the lives of many people. 
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HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 

Please note: The Church Office will be closed on the following days: Thursday and Friday, 
December 25 and 26, and Thursday, January 1. 
 

 
 
 

 
HELP AT THE FREE LUNCH PROGRAM THIS MONTH—DECEMBER 29 

 
Providing Good Food and Hospitality since 1983 
 
When there is a fifth Monday in the month, our congregation serves at the Free Lunch Program, one 
of the “quiet services” in the Iowa City area that strives to do one thing well: provide a free, filling 

and healthy lunch to anyone who comes to us. Volunteers bring a spirit of caring and compassion to our program 
as the people we serve are treated as guests. We come together knowing that we’re all deeply connected and de-
pendent on one another, no matter our current circumstances.  
 
We will serve on Monday, December 29. You can help by providing food or by serving at the site at 1105 Gilbert 
Court. Please sign up in Rockwood Hall. If you would like to begin to receive the signup sheet sent by email, 
please contact Vicki Thomae at vickithomae@gmail.com 

 
 
 

WECLOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 
During worship on November 23, we welcomed five new members into our congregation: 
 
Kris and Ron Bode recently moved to Iowa City from Ankeny to be closer to their grand-
children. They met when they were both students at the UI. They are both retired—Kris 
worked at the Des Moines Area Community College and Ron was a sales leader. Kris’s in-
terests include needlework, card making, and reading. Ron enjoys tennis, racquetball, music 
and musical theatre, and Hawkeye sports. 
 
Jann Bowlus is a retired school psychologist who moved to Iowa City five years ago to be near to her daughter, 
son-in-law, and granddaughter. After listening to different church services online, she decided that CUCC most 
closely reflected her beliefs. After attending for several weeks, she was ready to join. Jann enjoys walking, gar-
dening, study groups, and volunteering. 
 
Mark Hovey is a retired high school guidance counselor who lives in Oxford. 28 of his 33 years as a counselor 
were at Clear Creek Amana High School in Tiffin. He enjoys fishing, golfing, and reading and is currently in the 
process of fixing up his rental home. 
 
Jessica Wiskus is a musician, researcher, environmental activist, and Master Gardener who lives in rural Linn 
County. Jessica plays the French horn.  
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SHARING OUR GIFTS TO SHAPE OUR FUTURE 

Pledge/estimate of giving cards for 2026 were sent out in early October. If you misplaced yours 
or did not receive one, please contact the church office—319-337-4301. If you have received a 
card, please prayerfully fill it out and return it to the church as soon as possible. Your deeply 
considered, prayerful support will help us to continue our Church's ministry and mission in the 
Iowa City area and around the world. 
 

 
GIVING AT THE END OF THE YEAR 

The end of the year is a good time to remember the commitments we made during the year. Sometimes we forget 
about a gift we wanted to make: a gift to the food pantry; extra support for a particular program; a memorial gift 
for someone special; or even a commitment to the general work of Congregational UCC. 
Now is the time to make that gift! The calendar year is rapidly coming to a close. If you want to include that gift 
in your charitable deduction for tax purposes this year, now is the time! Everything that happens here happens be-
cause we give. And thanks again for your generosity throughout 2025! 
 
 

 
THANKS!—HOPE LODGE 

 Thanks to those who helped with the Hope Lodge dinner this week:  Diane Dahl-
McCoy, Andy Bertolatus, Jane Kinney, Sharyn Reitz, Bryan Clemons, Ray and Linda 
Muston, Rebecca Weatherford, Ruth Bradley and Bruce Tarwater, Marsha Lowe, and 
Chuck and Sue Dayton.  The next dinner will be in January. 

 
 
 

THANKS!—NEIGHBORS IN NEED 
We received $1464 for our annual Neighbors in Need offering in November. Neighbors in Need is a special mis-
sion offering of the United Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the 
United States. One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of 
this offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, 
advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC 
churches and organizations doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects whose work rang-
es from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. 
 
 
 

THANKS!—INCOME FROM SHARE THE HARVEST HAS TOPPED $1200! 
Thanks to Kathy Fait and John Fuller for leading this effort and to all who shared their harvest this summer and 
fall. All proceeds will go to the CommUnity Food Pantry in Iowa City. 

 
 
 

 
HELPING OTHER MEMBERS 

There are times when a helping hand is needed by a member to get groceries, run an errand, get a 
ride to an appointment, etc.  If you would like to occasionally help out in this way, please see the 
signup sheet in Rockwood Hall.   
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WINTER CLOTHING DISTRIBUTION UPDATE 
The 2025 Warm Winter Wear Distribution, held October 12-18, at The River Community Church in 
Iowa City. This year’s event was again co-sponsored by the Consultation of Religious Communities 
& the Outreach Division of the Iowa City Police Department (ICPD). 
Here’s a brief summary of our very successful event: 
-        1,925 winter coats were distributed. 
-        349 households & 7 community groups received these coats, & other winter wear. 
-        Many recipients were recent immigrants who will be experiencing their first winters. 

-        21 faith communities, the ICPD, a number of community organizations, & many individuals provided dona-
tions of warm winter wear. 

-        Our volunteers were affiliated with 32 community organizations / groups. 
-        As is past years, we ran short of snow pants & adult-sized winter coats.  
This year’s WWWD Leadership Team members were Carolyn Otis, Judy Pfohl, John Barr, Suzanne Krogh, Jim & 
Connie Olson, Sue Dayton, Tre Hall & Joshua Dobusu. Be on the look-out for winter wear sales after the holidays & 
into the coming year. 

 
 
 

JOHNSON COUNTY INTERFAITH COALION CONCLUDES ITS WORK 
 
Johnson County Interfaith Coalition (JCIC) will be closing at the end of December 2025. Congregational UCC 
members Donna Hirst and Bea Hicks have been an important part of the Coalition. Below is a letter from the Rev. 
Diana Smith, President, for the Johnson County Interfaith Coalition Board of Directors. 

 
This decision was not made lightly. It comes after thoughtful conversations, careful planning, and prayerful dis-
cernment. As they we prepare for this transition, our hearts are filled with appreciation for the many years we’ve 
had the privilege to serve this community. These years were made possible by the unwavering support of people 

like you. 
 

To our founders: your vision laid the foundation for a movement of compassion, justice, and interfaith collabora-
tion. What began as an idea blossomed into a vibrant organization that brought people together across lines of 

faith, tradition, and background to work for the common good. 
 

To our community partners, volunteers, donors, faith leaders, and neighbors: thank you for believing in our mis-
sion and walking alongside us. Together, we’ve advocated for justice, nurtured connection, and responded to 

needs in times of crisis. Your generosity and passion breathed life into this work. 
 

As we close this chapter, we do so with gratitude for what we’ve accomplished together, including: 
 

• Prayer vigil for the Jewish community after the Pittsburgh synagogue bombing (1000+ people) 

• Prayer vigil for the Church of the Nazarene that was vandalized after serving the refugee community 

• Voter engagement events, materials, and candidate forums 

• De-escalating intervention with community protests after George Floyd’s murder 
• Better hate crimes ordinances established in Iowa City and North Liberty 

• Support for the Center for Worker Justice initiatives 

• Support efforts in Cedar Rapids after the derecho 
• Interfaith community and relationship building 

• Anti-racism, restorative practices, and cultural competency training 

• Community Faith in Action grants to support Immigrant Welcome Network, Center for Worker Justice, 
Restorative Justice Partners documentary, student visits to the African American Museum of Iowa, Do 
Good Community Connections, AKA Childhood Hunger Initiative Power Pack Program, New Life Apos-
tolic Ministries Mental Health First Aid Training, Little Creations Academy, Guns to Gardens Safe Sur-
render Event, Dream City youth programming, Iowa Freedom School, and Black Voices Project Thanks-
giving Dinner, and CommUnity Crisis Services.    (cont’d) 
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Though JCIC will no longer continue as an organization, we trust that the spirit of interfaith collaboration and jus-
tice will live on in each of you. The seeds we planted together will continue to grow through the ongoing work of 
our partners and the many individuals who have been part of this journey. 
 
We invite you to stay connected with us through the end of the year. We will be sharing more about ways to cele-
brate our legacy and honor all that has been built. From all of us at JCIC, thank you. Thank you for your belief in 
our mission, your partnership, and your heart for this community. 
 
With Gratitude, 
Rev. Diana Smith, President, for the 
Johnson County Interfaith Coalition Board of Directors 
 
 
 
 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO SERVE AS A LITURGIST ON SUNDAY MORNING?  
This is a great opportunity to welcome people and to lead them in worship. Bill Lovin pro-
vides the material. You provide the spirit. Contact Bill if you are interested or would like 
more information. 
 
USHERS, GREETERS, HOSPITALITY AND LITURGIST OPPORTUNITIES 
Sundays bring an abundance of opportunities to be involved in making the morning a time 
of joy and renewed energy.  Everyone is invited to greet people coming to worship, to usher, to lead the congrega-
tion in worship and to provide hospitality during coffee hour after worship. Please sign up on the sheets in Rock-
wood Hall or call the church office—319-337-4031. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
WANT TO GIVE ONLINE? Scan the QR code for our giving app. 
Your giving makes a world of difference. 
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CHURCH CALENDAR 

December 2025 
     Sunday                   Monday             Tuesday          Wednesday        Thursday         Friday          Saturday 

 
 

1 2 
-Gentle  Yoga, 
Noon 
- CE, 6pm 

3 
- Staff Meeting, 
11:00 

4 
 

5 6 
 

7 
- 9:15 CE children 
& youth 
- Children’s 
Church During 
Worship 
- 10:15 Worship 
Service, Special 
Mustic Sunday 
- Advent potluck, 
after worship 

8 
- Church 
council, 7pm 

9 
-Gentle Yoga, 
Noon 

10 
 

11 
- Women’s 
Lunch, 11:45am 
at Foundry, 
Coralville. 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
- 9:15 CE all ages 
- Children’s 
Christmas Pageant 
- 10:15 Worship 
Service  
- Alternative 
Giving market 
-Confirmation 
class, 4pm 

15 16 
-Gentle Yoga, 
Noon 
-Diaconate, 
7:00pm 
-Trustees, 
7:00pm 

17 
- Staff Meeting, 
11:00 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
- Men’s 
breakfast, 8am 

21 
- 9:15 CE all ages 
- Children’s 
Church During 
Worship 
- 10:15 Worship 
Service  
 

22 
 

23 
-Gentle Yoga, 
Noon 
 

24 
- Candlelight 
service, 5:30pm 

25 
CHURCH 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

26 
CHURCH 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

27 

28 
- Children’s 
Church During 
Worship 
- 10:15 Worship 
Service  
 

29 30 
 

31    



 
 
 
 
 

 
CELEBRATING DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
   

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ARTICLES FOR THE JANUARY NEWSLETTER  
are due to the office by Friday, December 19. 
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12/1 Richard Bloesch 

 

12/4 Jane Murphy 

 John Reitz 

 

12/6   Jann Bowlus 

 

12/9 Chris Knapp 

 Sue Dayton 

 

12/13 Carroll Hanson 

 Mary Shepherd 

 

12/29 Sheilah McKenna 

 

12/30 Mark Whittaker 

 

12/31 Rick Ruppert 
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CHURCH STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9 am to 1 pm  
Phone:    319-337-4301 
Visit our Web Site:  www.uccic.org 
 
Pastor:   The Rev. William Lovin uccicrev@uccic.org 
Interim Director of CE  Hope Spragg 
Music Director  Dr. Chris Nakielski  c.nakielski@cornellcollege.edu 
Organist   Bill Crouch   Contact the Office 
Children’s Choir Director Rachel Burchett 
Office Manager  Jenn Harden   uccicadmin@uccic.org 
Financial Secretary  Sharyn Huriaux Reitz  sharynreitz@gmail.com 
Sexton:   Douglas Herrera  Contact the Office 
Custodian:   Claudia Landaverde 
 
For up to date announcements, check us out on Facebook. 
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