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Friends in Christ:

When the Vacation Bible School met in mid-August, they sang and created and ate some good food.
They also explored what it means to belong.

In the Congregational tradition, belonging precedes believing. We don’t have creeds or other tests
for membership. We put a lot of stock in our covenant with each other. How we live toward one
another is as important as what we believe. In owning the covenant of this church each of us agrees
to belong to a believing community and, in that community, to work out our own beliefs.

In joining this congregation, people chose belonging. Each of us need a place to grow, a place to
discover more of who we are, and a place to live out our identity.

That is to say, we need a congregation—the place where we are nurtured in our faith, the place that
sends us out to show the love of God. The late South African Anglican Archbishop, Demond Tutu,
said: “Without us, God cannot.” God does not feed the hungry or shelter the homeless or love our
neighbors. We are needed out beyond the walls of our church to show and tell the good news of
God’s love. We are needed to stand up for what is right when others won’t. And we don’t do any of
this alone or without support. We have the backing of our congregation, this place where we belong.
“Without us, God cannot.” And Tutu continues, “Without God, we cannot.”

When we go out into the world, we find ourselves coming back to this congregation as well. We
come back to this place where we belong—for our own sake and for the sake of the rest of us.
Without restoring ourselves in the worship of God. without learning the way of prayer with others
we will soon burn out. Without gaining insight into the ways of God through study with others, we
cannot do our work that so desperately needs to be done. When we are at our best, this congregation
is a place of renewal. Here you find rest and welcome. And in your returning, you renew and change
everyone else.

All lives might be enriched as we discover, reclaim, and share our liberal Christian faith together.
Here, you belong. You belong here.

Peace,
Bill
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We are very excited to launch weekly youth group this fall! On the theme of belonging, we know how important radical
welcoming is to our children and youth. Part of our work in Christian education is faithfully shifting with the changing
paradigm of contemporary tween and teen schedules. While we certainly don’t want to add “one more thing”, we
believe in creating a place where our youth feel valued and supported, so that they, too, can go back into the world with
full and compassionate hearts. What is changing: NO morning dedicated teen Sunday School class. High schoolers are
more than welcome to join adult ed or consider helping in the elementary or middle school class. What is staying the
same: Separate Elementary & Middle School Sunday school classes & Children’s Church & a warm welcome to all
children & youth!

September in Christian Ed Interested in helping with

Tuesday, September 1 Christian Education board meeting 6 PM

Sunday, September 6 Labor Day Weekend
Nursery 10-11:15
No Sunday School

Sunday, September 13 Ready, Set, Shine Sunday
Fall Nursery hours begin 9-11:15
9:15 Breakfast & meet your teachers
Children’s Church during worship
5-6:30 PM Youth Group Grades 6-12

Monday, September 14 Hope Lodge 5:15 PM
Youth are invited to bring & help serve, share dinner, and visit with
families staying at the Hope Lodge,sign up in Rockwood

Sunday, September 20
9-11:15 Nursery open
9:15 KG - 8" grade Sunday School
Children’s Church during worship
5-6:30 PM Youth Group Grades 6-12

Sunday, September 28
9-11:15 Nursery open
9:15 KG - 8" grade Sunday School
Children’s Church during worship
5-6:30 PM Combo Youth Group “September Soup”
Grades 6-12 Rockwood Hall
(Friends from First Pres/St. Andrews/Gloria Dei/Faith are invited)

SAVE THE DATE:
Saturday, October 17 Progressive Dinner 5-9:30
(Families welcome and youth eat free!)
Friday, October 30 lowa Homecoming Parade 5 PM

our Children & Youth?

See sign-ups in Rockwood Hall

for the following:

« Have a favorite Bible story or

seasonal craft’/hobby you’d
like to share with our
children? Be a guest Sunday
School teacher!

Want to help with our
tweens/teens NEW weekly
youth group? Help
bring/serve supper or just
come and hang out & support
our youth!

Like to cook breakfast? Sign
up to bring a simple breakfast
for our Sunday schoolers!

September
Happy Birthdays to:

4th Anika Gartelos
C turns 16!

5th Renn Morton
turns 15!

6th Jasper Morton
turns 17!

7th Lilliana Lewis
turns 15!

8th Alex Butler
turns 14!

Acolyte Sign-up
is in Rockwood
by Hospitality!



A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to and attended VBS this
year! We had three fabulous evenings together that included wonderful food, music,
service, art, breadmaking, games and lessons in belonging. A special thank you to
our VBS village who cooked, cleaned and led with love: Rebecca Weatherford,
Margo Green, Sally Strang, Bea Hicks, Betsy Henson, Donna Hirst, Darcie Hutzell,
Rachel Burchett, Patte Henderson, Tom Mittman, Chuck and Sue Dayton, Virginia
Simone and Bill Lovin.




SING(ING) A NEW SONG TO THE LORD:
An Invitation to Join the Choir

This new chapter in the choir’s history begins with our “Choir
Round-up” on Wednesday, September 9, 7:00pm for our first
gathering of the new season. We will meet in the sanctuary
for rehearsal and adjourn to Rockwood Hall for refreshments
as we celebrate this new beginning. All are invited to our
gathering—current members, former members, and those who
are interested in joining for first-time. The choir is a diverse
and wonderful group of people who are dedicated to making
great music and enjoying the community that a choir
provides.

The choir’s first Sunday back will be SEPTEMBER 13. We
will meet at 9 AM sharp in the sanctuary and follow that with
the 10:15 worship service.

If you have any questions, please free to reach out to me at

davidipuderbaugh@gmail.com. Dr. David Puderbaugh
Choir Director
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HOPE LODGE-THANKS TO THOSE WHO R
HELPED WITH THE HOPE LODGE DINNER IN
JULY
Jane Kinney, Marsha Lowe, Diane Dahl-McCoy, Rebecca
Weatherford, Sally Strat, Julie Wittal, Dianne Atkins and
Andy Bertolatus, Shelagh Hayreh, Bryan and Ginny
Clemona, Linda and Ray Muston, Stephanie Fraze, and
Chuck and Sue Dayton.
The next Hope Lodge dinner will be September 14.
Sign-up sheet is in Rockwood Hall.
The American Cancer Society Hope Lodge, which opened in
2008, offers 28 guest rooms located near treatment centers in
the area. The program provides a free home away from
home for cancer patients and their caregivers. More than just
a root over their heads, it’s a nurturing community that helps
patients access the care they need. Each Hope Lodge, known
as UCC Men’s Supportive, homelike environment where
guests can share a meal, join in the evening’s activities, and
unwind in their own private room. Patients staying at a Hope
Lodge must be in active cancer treatment.

&
READING GENESIS—The group that has been reading and
discussing Marilynne Robinson’s Reading Genesis will resume
in September for four final sessions. We’ll meet at Oaknoll in
room 4 B, 735 George St., from 10:00-11:30 on four Tuesday
mornings, September 15, 22, 29 & October 6. The first session
will cover pages 121 to 147. Everyone is welcome to join,
even if you haven’t been a part of the previous sessions. If you
would like to be a part of this group, talk with Bill Lovin or

CHURCH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Chuck Dayton or call the church office—319-337-4301. Qﬁ_)
B J

re old friends and meet new R
w‘friends. Join us! "

ADULT EDUCATION SERIES
EXPLORES CHRISTIAN
NATIONALISM < T >

Our 9:15 Sunday morning adult
education sessions will begin on
September 13. For three weeks we
will look at the rise of Christian
nationalism. This political ideology
seeks to merge Christian identity
with American civic life and
national identity. We’ll look at what
this movement is about and how our
own liberal Christian faith can bring
a different message was we seek to
love our neighbor and welcome the
stranger.

Join us around the fireplace in
Rockwood Hall.

WOMEN’S LUNCH-SEPTEMBER 17
On September 17, at 11:45 am,
women’s lunch will meet at . Please
call or Text Martha Ann Crawford at
Oaknoll 319-855-8340 to reserve a seat
at the table prior to September 15th.

MEN’S BREAKFAST—
SEPTEMBER 19

The May Men’s Breakfast will
be held at 8:00 am. on
Saturday, September 19th, at
the Waterfront Hy-Vee. All
Congregational UCC men who
eat breakfast are invited. This
is a great way to catch up with




COMING THIS OCTOGER

@ FALL RETREAT—You are invited to a Fall Retreat on
Gratitude, Saturday, October 10th. The retreat day will be
based on the book Grateful: The Transformative Power

\ of Giving Thanks by Diana Butler Bass. (You do not

} need to have read the book to participate.) The retreat day

| will be from 9-3 at the Unitarian Universalist Society in
Coralville. We'll gather for coffee, sandwiches, treats, and
hear a brief presentation on the UU's LEEDS facility. A
soup and salad lunch will be provided. Mark your
calendar now for this time of music, art, time in nature
and being together. Registration forms are in the retreat
brochures in Rockwood Hall. The registration fee is $25
and there is a basket in Rockwood Hall for your
registration form and fee. Scholarships are available.
Questions? Concerns? Contact Marsha Lowe or Rebecca
Weatherford.

CALL FOR CLOTHING
DONATIONS: 2026 WARM
WINTER WEAR DISTRIBUTION
Co-sponsored by the Consultation of Religious
Communities & the Community Outreach / Services
Division, Iowa City Police Department.
At your faith community or community
organization, please begin collecting new or gently
used / clean items that will benefit our neighbors
who are in need of warm winter wear.
The following items are needed in infant, child,
youth & adult sizes: Coats, snowpants, hats, gloves &
mittens, scarves, boots / winter shoes, warm socks,
sweats, vests, & sneakers, long underwear / warm
pants / jeans.
Don't forget to wear your self! The River
Community Church, 3001 Muscatine Ave, Iowa City
1-4 pm on Sunday 10/11, 9 am-6 pm on Monday
10/12, & 9 am-6 pm on Tuesday 10/13.
Please use the marked driveway on Muscatine Ave.
& enter by the Gymnasium door on the southeast
side of the building.

AWE 3

After Worship Encounter (AWE) will meet after worship on Sunday, October 11th. We gather

on the Sundays that the choir meets after worship to rehearse for their Christmas Music Sunday

on December 6th.

We will be using “Living the Questions—The Wisdom of Progressive Christianity”. We are

reading the THIRD SECTION: Transformation.

In this study we will be meeting again progressive theologians that were introduced in the

original Living the Questions series: Borg, Crossen, Spong. Page

Rev. Ann Molsberry will be leading the discussions. Please purchase your own book and read

Chapter 15: A Kingdom Without Walls for our first session this fall. See you on Sunday,
October 11th in the library. /
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COMING THIS OCTOGER ¢ BEOND

PROGRESSIVE DINNER—OCTOBER 17

Please mark your calendar for our PROGRESSIVE DINNER on
Saturday, October 17. The registration flier is in this newsletter.
Please make plans to join us. This is a great way to meet new people
and make new friends. We’ll start the evening with appetizers at
Oaknoll from 5-6. After that, we’ll break into small groups and go to
host homes for the main course from 6:15-7:45. The evening will end
with dessert at Steve and Sue Wolken’s home from 8:00-9:30.

A registration sheet is included in this newsletter.

UI HOMECOMING PARADE—OCTOBER 30

The Homecoming Parade is late this year. Join your
friends here at the church for the best viewing in town
on Friday, October 30. The Mission Board will sell
cookies and, depending on the weather, cold or warm
drinks during the parade. Watch the Sunday bulletin and
the October newsletter for more information.

*o M4 Calling All Creative People: The Alternative Giving Fair Needs You!
\g o The Fair will be held on November 22 and December 13. We are
< o« publicizing it at this early date to give our talented members and
friends time to make gift items for the sale. Proceeds go to area non-
profits. And everyone can put the dates on their calendars for holiday
shopping. Please contact John Reitz at john-reitz@uiowa.edu or 319-
Ty \,OQ 333-9588 for more information.

w

FREE LUNCH PROGRAM NEWS—NOVEMBER 30
Our church served 145 lunches at the Free Lunch Program on Monday, August 31, 2026.

Thank you so much to all who volunteered in so many ways: Dianne Atkins, Bill
Dickinson, John Fuller, Craig Henderson, Betsy Henson, Donna Hirst, Cynthia Kemp, Jane ~
Kinney, Marsha Lowe, John Reitz, Rick Ruppert, Rebecca Weatherford and Julie Wittig

Our last remaining serving date this year is November 30.
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CHURCH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

GET TO KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOR

Nametags help newer members and friends trying to put names and %
faces together. And—admit it—they help long-timers know who the

new people are as well. They are available on the board outside of the \
sanctuary. Please wear them. And if you’d like one, please contact the

church office.
GENTLE YOGA meets every Tuesday at 11 AM! This 45-minute

class is appropriate for beginners, experienced or anyone wishing

@ to focus on body awareness, increased mobility, and relaxation.
=4 The $10 suggested donation goes entirely to the Immigrant

) %“ « Welcome Network. We are pleased to announce we sent this year’s

o

USHERS, GREETERS, AND HOSPITALITY OPPORTUNITIES—There are

still some opportunities to greet people coming to worship, to usher, and to provide

first six months of donations totaling $1045! Thank you to all who
participated. If you’d like to join us, call the office to register.

hospitality during coffee hour after worship. Please sign up on the sheets in (

Rockwood Hall or call the church office--319-337-4031.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SERVE AS A LITURGIST ON SUNDAY MORNING?
This is a great opportunity to welcome people and to lead them in worship. Bill Lovin
provides the material. You provide the spirit. Contact Bill if you are interested or would
I y like more information.

SENDING USED MEDICINE BOTTLES TO AFRICA FOR
REUSE IN CLINICS—IMPORTANT REQUEST
1. Please donate only orange bottles; other colors should be
recycled. Caps can be any color.
2.Bottles must have labels and all adhesive removed. Sticky
bottles or bottles with residue should be recycled. I can't use
them. If this is difficult for you, consider finding a partner who
can help you prep the bottles.
3.Bottles should be washed in warm, soapy water. We don't want
to inflict harm on individuals who could come into contact
with foreign medicine.

100 Grannies, a local environmental activist group, is sending used
plastic medicine bottles to Africa to assist clinics in distributing
medication. Donna Hirst is in charge of this project and would be
pleased to have participation from members of our congregation.
For more information contact donna-hirst@uiowa.edu. She will
pick up bottles on Sundays. Thank you for your assistance.

THE CHURCH LIBRARY may be interested
in your donated magazines. If you subscribe to a
Christian or general interest periodical and would
like to give them to the church, please talk to
Libby Conley on a Sunday before you bring your

donation..

You are an important part
of our church! If you notice
a mistake in the church
directory, please contact

WANT TO GIVE ONLINE? Nancy LeaVesseur at
Scan the QR code for our giving uccicadmin@uccic.org with
app. any needed corrections.

Your giving makes a world of
difference.



mailto:donna-hirst@uiowa.edu

MISSION
BOARD
REPORT

SERVING TOGETHER.
IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY.

THE MISSION BOARD HAS HAD A BUSY SUMMER, PUTTING OUR CONGREGATION'S

GENEROSITY TO WORK THROUGHOUT THE COMMUNITY AND MAKING PLANS FOR
THE MONTHS AHEAD.

One of our major efforts is helping meet the
ongoing need for diapers and feminine
hygiene products. The Board approved $3,000
for diapers, wipes, and feminine hygiene
products to be distributed from August
through November among the Coralville and
North Liberty food pantries and Community.

Our first delivery went to the Coralville Food
Pantry in August—as you can see in the
picture, Andy and Dianne managed to fill the
entire back of their van! An additional $500
was designated for Open Heartland for
feminine hygiene products. We also
reaffirmed our previously approved $3,000
contribution to Tate High School, with a
request that some of those funds help provide
feminine hygiene products for students.

Our support extends to several other

organizations doing important work. The Board

approved $1,000 for One lowa, a $3,000
contribution to Mangrove Association, $500
for the Refugee & Immigrant Association, and
$2,500 in special funds for Shelter House in
connection with its BBQ Bash.

We are also excited about the new
Neighborhood Centers facility at the former
Towncrest location. After visiting the
facility and seeing its extensive wish list,
the Board proposed $3,000 to help with
needed furnishings and equipment. Funding
will be provided once Neighborhood
Centers becomes a Trusted Partner.

Looking a little further ahead, we are
already planning the January—February
Adult Forum series. We will have five
Sundays, January 10—February 7, and
are considering a theme built around
Earth, Fire, Water and Wind, exploring
environmental and climate issues from
several different perspectives.

And finally, mark your calendar:
Alternative Giving Sundays are planned
for November 22 and December 13.
More information will be coming as we
get closer.

Thank you to everyone in our congregation whose generosity makes all
of this possible. Whether we are filling a van with diapers, helping
students get basic necessities, supporting community organizations, or

planning opportunities to learn together, your contributions allow the
Mission Board to turn our congregation’s commitment to mission into

action.

. 1
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HABITAT, SOLAR UPDATE

The Habitat for humanity Carbon offset solar project has raised $14,664 for this year‘s solar installations. $5,000

of that came from our congregational United Church of Christ mission board. A house is currently being

completed at 1519 Prairie du Chein Rd. The total cost for the solar array on that house is $12,440. (The balance

will go toward the next house). It is a 5.28 kW system expected to produce 163,000 kWh of electricity during its
expected lifespan. This should offset approximately 70 metric tons of CO2 or 154,000 pounds. Not only is this )
array decreasing CO2 in the atmosphere; it is dramatically helping a low income Iowa family with their energy

bills. There will be a dedication ceremony at the house at 6 PM on September 23 for anyone interested in

attending! 2 *
I hope you will all keep the donations coming! %’ A
Jamie McCoy % 7
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On Monday, August 24, we welcomed new and returning Ul students and let them know who
we are, what we value, and how they might find a spiritual home here while studying at the
University.
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CONGREGATIONAL UCC SPONSORSICFRC FALL 2026 SIGNATURE SERIES
VOICES INTO VOTES: WHY TURNOUT MATTERS HERE, THERE, AND NOW

3] - me— l'! r

VOICES |NTO VU‘TES ity TUmNOUT ATERS C
FALL 2026 PROGRAM SERIES HEHE, THEHE, AN[] N[]W Coinc

< Y O W ;.
. 9/11 - PROPAGANDA AND DISINFORMATION: SOCIAL MEDIA, PODCASTS, Al AND CABLE NEWS

7= 9/15 - DEMOCRATIC BACKSLIDING: WHAT IS IT, HOW DOES IT IMPACT ELEGTIONS, HOW CAN IT BE STOPPED?
"1+ ™% 9/23 - FREEDOM OF THE PRESS & THE BALLOT: COVERING ELEGTIONS AROUND THE WORLD
" 10/7 - WHO VOTES, WHO DOES NOT, AND WHY?
10/23- FUTUREPROOFING DEMOCRAGY: TOWARDS HOPEFUL AND ACHIEVABLE ELECTIONS IN THE US
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wEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS'

I nWA I' ‘Humanities Iowa

Economic Development

Turnout is more than a number. It shapes whose voices are heard, whose interests are
represented, and how public power is exercised.

As the 2026 U.S. midterm elections approach, the lowa City Foreign Relations
Council invites you to Voices into Votes: Why Turnout Matters Here, There, and
Now, a five-part program series examining the forces that influence whether people
vote and whether elections earn public trust.

Through local, national, and international perspectives, scholars, journalists,
democracy

advocates, election researchers, and public officials will explore how disinformation
shapes what voters believe, how democratic backsliding changes elections, why
press freedom matters, who can access the ballot, and how the United States can
build an election system that is more
representative, accountable, accessible,and trusted.

REGISTER HERE


https://www.icfrc.org/series-voices-into-votes
https://www.icfrc.org/events-1
https://www.icfrc.org/events-1
https://www.icfrc.org/events-1
https://www.icfrc.org/events-1
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g ‘* OCTOBER 17, 2026 5:00-9:30 PM |2 :
o, e/é‘/ Dinner catered by Olive Garden \\ Y &
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Cheese Ravioli with marinara sauce/meat sauce (salad & bread sticks)
$18.00 per person (no charge for children under 18)

We start as a group for appetizers from 5-6, then move in small groups to host homes for the main
course from 6:15 — 7:45, and regroup for dessert from 8-9:30.

We/l would like to participate by attending:

Name(s):

Phone:

Email:

Address:

Linda & Ray Muston and Bill Dickinson will host appetizers for the whole group, at Oaknoll Retirement
Residence.

Steve & Sue Wolken will host desserts for the whole group.

Please sign up for one of the following. We/I would like to participate by providing the following:
___ Providing appetizers for 12 people

____Providing dessert for 12 people
___ Hosting the main course for 8-12 people. Please indicate how many people,

including yourself, that you can host. Can host children - yes/no

Please check other options to help us plan:
___ Bringing children  Need transportation
__ Need accessible location  Vegetarian/Gluten Free

I/ we can provide transportation for those that may need it.

Make checks payable to Congregational, UCC with Progressive Dinner in the note section. Put
check and reservation form in the offering plate or drop off at the church by October 4.
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SUN MON TUE THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5
Yoga
11:00 am
Share CE 6:00 PM
the Mission
Harvest 7:00 PM
Stewardship
7:00 PM
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Worship with glfli‘,llzgh Yoga Staff Prairie Piffari
Communion Closed in 11:00 am %eSBHAgM 6:30 PM
10:15 Observance :
Coffee After of Labor Choir
Day Round-up
7:00 PM
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
] Reading Genesis .
S @Oaknoll 10 am Pomen's Men’s
for Children& Yoga Lunch@
:gultsl9:li§nam Hope Lodge |11:00 am . Oaknoll Breakfast
Worship 10:15 | 0:00 PM Membership 11:45 am 8 AM
‘C{ofﬁeé i Diaconate Prairie
5:00 bm6:30 7:00 pm rairi
:00 pm-6:30 pm Trustees Piffari 6:30
7:00 pm PM
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
glﬁoir ﬁ:gohaml Pl%as§t Reading Staff Prairie Piffari
rch Schoo submi i . .
forlzjhildren& items for gzﬁﬁf]@ M?etmg 6:30 PM
Adults 9:15 am . 11:00 AM
Worship 10:15 the 10:00 am
Coffee After October Yoga
Youth Group Newsletter |11:00 am
5:00 pm-6:30 pm by today
27 28 29 30 31
Choir 9:00 am légi%;?sg @ Prairie Piffari | DEACON Communion
Church School Oaknoll 6:30 PM OF THE September
&ofxilulltsr;:nls am 10 :00 am MONTH: . 6th.
Worship 10:15 }flo_ga Chris Lewis
Coffee After :00 am
Youth Group ggll::lftill

5:00 pm-6:30 pm

7:00 PM




-~ Happy

9/3 Kathi Koegle & Noam Morton o
9/5 Renn Morton & Sophie Neems . s
9/6 Kevin Koepnick & Jasper Morton
e 9/7 Robyn Hepker, Liliana Lewis, & Doug Parsons :
~ 8 Di Dahl-McCoy 9/9 Patte Henderson .
' 9/12 Dean Logan 9/13 Charley Platz g
9/15 Nathaniel Lovin & Jean Willard
9/16 Shirley Woolums 9/19 Lenore Maybaum * -
9/21 Noel Carver & Matt Spragg 9/23 Curtis Svalstad
9/26 Bruce Reynolds 9/27 Bill Lohss :
9/28 Cmdy Parsons & Ga 1.1 Zlatmk____m_.__

2026 CHURCH CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER 2026 DECEMBER 2026 ‘
Deacon of the Month—Chris Lewis Deacon of the Month—By Committee
Share the Harvest 6 Second Sunday of Advent
6 Communion Special Music Sunday
7 Labor Day—Church Office Closed Advent Luncheon
9 Hope Lodge 13 Children’s Pageant
13 Church School/Adult Education, Alternative Giving
Choir Singing Resumes 20 Fourth Sunday in Advent
Deacons change paraments to white after worship
OCTOBER 2026 Deacons set up créche
Deacon of the Month—KTris Bode 24 (Thursday) Christmas Eve Worship at 5:30

Christmas Fund Offering

Stewardship Presentations in Worship ‘
25 & 28  Church Office Closed (Friday and Monday)

Share the Harvest

CRC Winter Wear Distribution 27 First Sunday after Christmas

4 World Communion Sunday Christmas candle only in the Advent wreath
17 Progressive Dinner (light before worship)

25 Reformation Sunday After worship on 12/28, deacons move creche

to upper narthex and reset the altar

Deacons change paraments
to white after worship
30 Homecoming Parade

NOVEMBER 2026
Deacons of the Month—Alfrieta Monagan &

(&

1

Diane Dahl-McCoy
All Saints Sunday—Jazz Service
Communion
Neighbors in Need Offering
Deacons change paraments to green after worship

On Monday, September
7th, the Church Office
will be closed in
Observance of Labor
Day.

9 Hope Lodge
22 Thanksgiving Sunday

Alternative Giving

Last Sunday of the Church Liturgical Year or o

Deacons change paraments to blue after worship Please submit items for the
26 Thanksgiving—Church Office Closed October Newsletter by
27 Church Office Closed September 21st.
29 First Sunday of Advent
30 Serving at Free Lunch Program



& The Congregational Church

¢/ United Church of Christ
” THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
30 North Clinton Street
Iowa City, Iowa 52245-1700

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

September 2026 (* M
NEWSLETTER

4 N

CHURCH STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION

Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9 am to 1 pm
Phone: 319-337-4301
WWW.UCCIC.OTg

Pastor The Rev. William Lovin uccicrev@uccic.org

CE Director Hope Spragg hope.spragg@gmail.com
Music Director Dr. David Puderbaugh davidjpuderbaugh@gmail.com
Organist Bill Crouch Contact the Office

Children’s Choir Director =~ Rachel Burchett rburchett.mtbc(@gmail.com
Office Manager Nancy LeaVesseur uccicadmin@uccic.org
Financial Manager Sharyn Huriaux Reitz sharynreitz@gmail.com
Sexton Douglas Herrera Contact the Office

Custodian Claudia Landaverde Contact the Office

For up to date announcements, check us out on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/UCCofIC

\ _/
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	Interested in helping with our Children & Youth?
	September in Christian Ed
	Tuesday, September 1 Christian Education board meeting 6 PM
	Sunday, September 6 Labor Day Weekend
	Nursery 10-11:15
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	Sunday, September 13 Ready, Set, Shine Sunday
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	Monday, September 14 Hope Lodge  5:15 PM
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	Children’s Church during worship

	5-6:30 PM Youth Group Grades 6-12
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	Children’s Church during worship

	5-6:30 PM Combo Youth Group “September Soup”
	Grades 6-12 Rockwood Hall
	(Friends from First Pres/St. Andrews/Gloria Dei/Faith are invited)
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	(Families welcome and youth eat free!)
	Friday, October 30 Iowa Homecoming Parade 5 PM
	September
	Happy Birthdays to:




	VBS
	2026

	CHURCH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
	ADULT EDUCATION SERIES EXPLORES CHRISTIAN NATIONALISM
	Our 9:15 Sunday morning adult education sessions will begin on September 13. For three weeks we will look at the rise of Christian nationalism. This political ideology seeks to merge Christian identity with American civic life and national identity. We’ll look at what this movement is about and how our own liberal Christian faith can bring a different message was we seek to love our neighbor and welcome the stranger.
	Join us around the fireplace in Rockwood Hall.

	SING(ING) A NEW SONG TO THE LORD:
	An Invitation to Join the Choir
	This new chapter in the choir’s history begins with our “Choir Round-up” on Wednesday, September 9, 7:00pm for our first gathering of the new season. We will meet in the sanctuary for rehearsal and adjourn to Rockwood Hall for refreshments as we celebrate this new beginning. All are invited to our gathering—current members, former members, and those who are interested in joining for first-time. The choir is a diverse and wonderful group of people who are dedicated to making great music and enjoying the community that a choir provides.
	The choir’s first Sunday back will be SEPTEMBER 13. We will meet at 9 AM sharp in the sanctuary and follow that with the 10:15 worship service.
	If you have any questions, please free to reach out to me at davidipuderbaugh@gmail.com.
	WOMEN’S LUNCH–SEPTEMBER 17

	On September 17, at 11:45 am, women’s lunch will meet at .  Please call or Text Martha Ann Crawford at Oaknoll 319-855-8340 to reserve a seat at the table prior to September 15th.


	MEN’S BREAKFAST—SEPTEMBER 19
	The May Men’s Breakfast will be held at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 19th, at the Waterfront Hy-Vee. All Congregational UCC men who eat breakfast are invited. This is a great way to catch up with old friends and meet new friends. Join us!
	HOPE LODGE—THANKS TO THOSE WHO HELPED WITH THE HOPE LODGE DINNER IN JULY

	Jane Kinney, Marsha Lowe, Diane Dahl-McCoy, Rebecca Weatherford, Sally Strat, Julie Wittal, Dianne Atkins and Andy Bertolatus, Shelagh Hayreh, Bryan and Ginny Clemona, Linda and Ray Muston, Stephanie Fraze, and Chuck and Sue Dayton.
	The next Hope Lodge dinner will be September 14.
	Sign-up sheet is in Rockwood Hall.
	The American Cancer Society Hope Lodge, which opened in 2008, offers 28 guest rooms located near treatment centers in the area. The program provides a free home away from home for cancer patients and their caregivers. More than just a root over their heads, it’s a nurturing community that helps patients access the care they need. Each Hope Lodge, known as UCC Men’s Supportive, homelike environment where guests can share a meal, join in the evening’s activities, and unwind in their own private room. Patients staying at a Hope Lodge must be in active cancer treatment.
	READING GENESIS—The group that has been reading and discussing Marilynne Robinson’s Reading Genesis will resume in September for four final sessions. We’ll meet at Oaknoll in room 4 B, 735 George St., from 10:00-11:30 on four Tuesday mornings, September 15, 22, 29 & October 6. The first session will cover pages 121 to 147. Everyone is welcome to join, even if you haven’t been a part of the previous sessions. If you would like to be a part of this group, talk with Bill Lovin or Chuck Dayton or call the church office—319-337-4301.


	COMING THIS OCTOBER
	FALL RETREAT—You are invited to a Fall Retreat on Gratitude, Saturday, October 10th. The retreat day will be based on the book Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks by Diana Butler Bass. (You do not need to have read the book to participate.) The retreat day will be from 9-3 at the Unitarian Universalist Society in Coralville. We'll gather for coffee, sandwiches, treats, and hear a brief presentation on the UU's LEEDS facility. A soup and salad lunch will be provided. Mark your calendar now for this time of music, art, time in nature and being together. Registration forms are in the retreat brochures in Rockwood Hall. The registration fee is $25 and there is a basket in Rockwood Hall for your registration form and fee. Scholarships are available. Questions? Concerns? Contact Marsha Lowe or Rebecca Weatherford.
	CALL FOR CLOTHING DONATIONS: 2026 WARM WINTER WEAR DISTRIBUTION—
	AWE 3
	After Worship Encounter (AWE) will meet after worship on Sunday, October 11th. We gather on the Sundays that the choir meets after worship to rehearse for their Christmas Music Sunday on December 6th.
	We will be using “Living the Questions—The Wisdom of Progressive Christianity”. We are reading the THIRD SECTION: Transformation.
	In this study we will be meeting again progressive theologians that were introduced in the original Living the Questions series: Borg, Crossen, Spong. Page
	Rev. Ann Molsberry will be leading the discussions. Please purchase your own book and read Chapter 15: A Kingdom Without Walls for our first session this fall. See you on Sunday, October 11th in the library.


	CHURCH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
	GET TO KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOR
	Nametags help newer members and friends trying to put names and faces together. And—admit it—they help long-timers know who the new people are as well. They are available on the board outside of the sanctuary. Please wear them. And if you’d like one, please contact the church office.
	GENTLE YOGA meets every Tuesday at 11 AM! This 45-minute class is appropriate for beginners, experienced or anyone wishing to focus on body awareness, increased mobility, and relaxation. The $10 suggested donation goes entirely to the Immigrant Welcome Network. We are pleased to announce we sent this year’s first six months of donations totaling $1045! Thank you to all who participated. If you’d like to join us, call the office to register.
	USHERS, GREETERS, AND HOSPITALITY OPPORTUNITIES—There are still some opportunities to greet people coming to worship, to usher, and to provide hospitality during coffee hour after worship. Please sign up on the sheets in Rockwood Hall or call the church office--319-337-4031.
	WOULD YOU LIKE TO SERVE AS A LITURGIST ON SUNDAY MORNING? This is a great opportunity to welcome people and to lead them in worship. Bill Lovin provides the material. You provide the spirit. Contact Bill if you are interested or would like more information.

	SENDING USED MEDICINE BOTTLES TO AFRICA FOR REUSE IN CLINICS—IMPORTANT REQUEST
	Please donate only orange bottles; other colors should be recycled. Caps can be any color.
	Bottles must have labels and all adhesive removed. Sticky bottles or bottles with residue should be recycled. I can't use them. If this is difficult for you, consider finding a partner who can help you prep the bottles.
	Bottles should be washed in warm, soapy water. We don't want to inflict harm on individuals who could come into contact with foreign medicine.
	100 Grannies, a local environmental activist group, is sending used plastic medicine bottles to Africa to assist clinics in distributing medication. Donna Hirst is in charge of this project and would be pleased to have participation from members of our congregation. For more information contact donna-hirst@uiowa.edu.  She will pick up bottles on Sundays. Thank you for your assistance.
	THE CHURCH LIBRARY may be interested in your donated magazines. If you subscribe to a Christian or general interest periodical and would like to give them to the church, please talk to Libby Conley on a Sunday before you bring your donation..
	WANT TO GIVE ONLINE? Scan the QR code for our giving app.
	Your giving makes a world of difference.

	CHURCH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
	HABITAT, SOLAR UPDATE


	STUDENT WELCOME
	CHURCH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
	CONGREGATIONAL UCC SPONSORSICFRC FALL 2026 SIGNATURE SERIES
	VOICES INTO VOTES: WHY TURNOUT MATTERS HERE, THERE, AND NOW
	REGISTER HERE
	THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC
	PROGRESSIVE DINNER
	OCTOBER 17, 2026 5:00-9:30 PM
	Dinner catered by Olive Garden
	We/I would like to participate by attending:
	Name(s): __________________________________________________________________________
	Phone: ____________________________________________________________________________
	Email: ____________________________________________________________________________
	Address: __________________________________________________________________________
	Please sign up for one of the following. We/I would like to participate by providing the following:
	Please check other options to help us plan:
	Make checks payable to Congregational, UCC with Progressive Dinner in the note section. Put check and reservation form in the offering plate or drop off at the church by October 4.


	2026
	SUN
	MON
	TUE
	WED
	THU
	FRI
	SAT
	Yoga
	11:00 am
	CE 6:00 PM
	Mission

	7:00 PM
	Stewardship

	7:00 PM
	Yoga
	11:00 am
	Staff Meeting

	11:00 AM
	Choir Round-up

	7:00 PM
	Hope Lodge

	6:00 PM
	Women’s Lunch@ Oaknoll
	11:45 am
	Prairie Piffari 6:30  PM
	Reading Genesis @
	Oaknoll
	10:00 am
	Yoga
	11:00 am
	Staff Meeting

	11:00 AM
	Reading Genesis @ Oaknoll
	10 :00 am  Yoga
	11:00 am Church Council
	7:00 PM
	Men’s Breakfast

	8 AM
	Share
	the Harvest
	Church Office Closed in Observance of Labor Day
	Please submit items for the October Newsletter by today
	Prairie Piffari 6:30 PM
	Prairie Piffari 6:30 PM
	Prairie Piffari 6:30 PM

	DEACON OF THE MONTH:
	Chris Lewis
	Communion
	September 6th.

	9/3 Kathi Koegle & Noam Morton
	9/5 Renn Morton & Sophie Neems
	9/6 Kevin Koepnick & Jasper Morton
	9/7 Robyn Hepker, Liliana Lewis, & Doug Parsons
	9/8 Diane Dahl-McCoy 9/9 Patte Henderson
	9/12 Dean Logan 9/13 Charley Platz
	9/15 Nathaniel Lovin & Jean Willard
	9/16 Shirley Woolums 9/19 Lenore Maybaum
	9/21 Noel Carver & Matt Spragg 9/23 Curtis Svalstad
	9/26 Bruce Reynolds 9/27 Bill Lohss
	9/28 Cindy Parsons & Gail Zlatnik

	2026 CHURCH CALENDAR
	DECEMBER 2026
	SEPTEMBER 2026
	OCTOBER 2026
	On Monday, September 7th, the Church Office will be closed in Observance of Labor Day.
	NOVEMBER 2026

	Please submit items for the October Newsletter by September 21st.
	CHURCH STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION

	www.uccic.org
	Pastor                                     The Rev. William Lovin            uccicrev@uccic.org

	https://www.facebook.com/UCCofIC

